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COTTON MATHER, D.D. 
[ Concluded .from page 84. } 
¥ YAVING hitherto chiefly confidered Dr. Mather in 2 pub- 


lic charaéter, let us now view him as a private Chriltian. 

His refignation to the divine will was very great. “I take, 
{fays he) the enjoyment of thee, O Lord, for my great and 
fole‘happinefs, and, which is the peculiar thing I am now aim- 
ing at, I take thy will to be my will. As for my own will, I 
find it blind, foolifh; wicked, hurtful, and therefore I renounce, 
reject and refign it, and fay, Lord, let thy will be done. I caft 
all my cares upon my God—and now I am inconctivably hap- 

The Lord God Almighty will perform all things for me, 
and all things now fhall be well performed. Whatever now 
befals me will be an effect of the great Jehovali’s infinite wif- 
dom and goodnefs; and though it be never fo really crofs to 
my humour, and feemingly crofs to my welfare, I will take 
contentment in it, becaufe I will look upon it as the will of him 
that is wife and good ; the will of him that is my friend, my 
Father, my God ; the will of him who hath undertaken the con- 
duét of all my affairs for ever, And, O my foul, remember 
thou, after this, never to be difturbed about future events, and 
always to approve the prefent dealings of the Lord.” 

As an evidence of his devotedne/s and love to his Mafter, we 
give the following extra& from his diary: “ Lord, I give up 
my namie unto thee; if thou wilt have it reproached, I am con- 
tent ; only give.me thy Chrift, and I will be fatisfied. Yea I 
will feek the honour of thy name, whether the honour of my 
own be advantaged or prejudiced by my doing fo. Lord, if any 
of my delights are finful, or as far as they are finful, I utterly 
forego them, and befeech thee to make me abhor them. Jefus 
Chrift, my Lord, is better to me than any of them, than all of 
them. If they are lawful, yet will I leave them, when cither 
the command or the glory of the Lord calls me another way.” 

His diligence in laying hold of opportunities, and improving all pro- 
_ per means to maintain and cherifh the divine life in his foul, appears 
’ “Vex, I. Q. by 
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122 Life of Dr. Cotton Mather. [Aucusr, 
BE, A, cocntc ' : | 
by the following extracts: “The thoughts of Chrift (fays he) 
are become exceeding frequent with me; I mediate on his glo- 
rious perfon, as the eternal Son of God incarnate, and I be- 
hold the infinite God as coming to me and meeting with me 
in this blefled Mediator: 1 fly tohim on multitudes of occa- 
fions every day, and am impatient if many minutes have paffed 
without fome recourfe to him. Every now and then I rebuke 
myfelf for having been fo long without any thoughts of my 
lovely Saviour. How can I bear to keep at fuch a diftance 
from him! I then look up to him, and fay,-O my dear Saviour, 
draw near unto me! O come to dwellin my foul, and help me 
to form fome thoughts wherein I fhall enjoy thee !—Upon this 
I fet myfelf to think of his glories, his merits, his pattern, his 
maxims, what he has done, and what he will do for us. I find 
the fubjeét infinitely inexhauftible. And after I have been thus 
employed the day, I fall afleep at night, in the midft of fome 
meditation on the glory of my Saviour ; fo I “ fall afleep in Je- 
fus ;” and when I awake in the night, 1 do, on my bed, “ feek 
him whom my foul loveth.” The defires of my foul ftill c 

me to him who was laft in my thoughts when I fell afleep.” 

With refpect to the regard he had to earthly enjoyments, let us 
likewife hear his own words: “ By the faithful difpenfations of 
God (fays he) Iam brought to this, that I feel myfelf dead 
unto all creatures. I have given the facrificing ftroke to all my 
worldly enjoyments. My ferviceablenefs to the kingdom of my 
Saviour was the laft thing that im my death, of ali things here 
below, I parted with; it was the thing that I could leaft of all 
part with. But I have fubmitted unto it, that the ever-blefled 
God thould not only make me vile among his people, but alfo 
utterly lay me afide from doing any more fervices for his king- 
dom in the world. I have been entirely dead unto every thing 
elfe, and have had nothing but this one thing left me, viz, “ that 
I may have my Jefus not only’ doing for me, but alfo dwelling 
in me, and enabling me perpetually to feed and live upon him.’” 
This will be enough. I care not if Iam ftript of every thing 
elfe, if I may but enjoy this felicity. 

“ As for the delights of this world, fuch of them as are moft 
helpful to me in feeing and ferving God, are thofe which I 
would have the greateft value for. But I know of no delights 
comparable to thofe which I take in communion with my Sa- 
viour. As for the riches of this world, I ufe no labour for them, 
I have no defire to obtain them ; they appear to me as contemp- 
tible things. My riches are my opportunities to do good, and 
thofe illuminations of my mind which furnifh me for it. In 
fny Saviour I have wnfearchable riches, and in my fruition of 
him I have a fupply of all my wants. As for the Aonours of 
this world, my abhorgence of having the great God robbed on 
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my account, by people’s honouring me, without their being led 
through me to him, renders the praites of men diftafteful to me : 
I do nothing to gain honours for myfelf, and whatever ho- 
nours are conferred upon me by men, fhall be improved for the 
intereft of God. ‘To be accepted of my Saviour, to have his 
image imprinted on me, and to be employed in his work, for 
the advancement of his kingdom, are all the honours that I 
with for. 3 

“ How many, O Lord, are my thoughts of thee! The occa- 
fions on which, and the means by which, I cherifh fuch 
thoughts, cannot be reckoned up in order. When I fee any 
thing excellent in any man, it leads my thoughts to the fuperi- 
or excellences in God my Saviour ; and when I behold the mi- 
feries of any of my fellow-creatures, [ think on the miferies from 
which I am delivered by my Saviour, and on my obligations to 
my kind Deliverer. 1 dare not let my mind be idle as I walk 
in the ftreets ; 1 rebuke myfelf, and 1 make my moan to Hea- 
ven, if 1 have gone many fteps without one thought of my Sa- 
viour ; and when 1 have been at a lofs for frefh thoughts of him, 
I have compelled the very figns, and the /Lops in the ftreet, to fug- 
geft new matter for meditation. Many perfons are inquiring 
after news; I am grown very cold to fuch things ; my concern 
about them, and my pleafure in them, is much extinguifhed. 
Some new thoughts of my Saviour fhall be the news after which 
I thall moft inquire. Here I have my curiofity gratified a thou- 
fand times more than by the news of the common occurrences in 
the world. I have done expecting any good things from the world; 
or if fuch expectations do at any time arife in my mind, I check 
them with this thought, What is the good, O my foul, of that 
which thou expecteft? All this good thou haft already in thy. 

aviour. 

_ “1 daily find in myfelf fuch imperfections, infirmities, and 
mifcarriages, as caufe me to humble and to abhor myfelf before 
the Lord ; but I endeavour to raife the honours of Chrift upon 
my own humiliations. For whatever I fee mean and vile in 
myfelf, leads me to think how much the reverfe of this is to be 
feen in my Jefus ; from loathing of myfelf, I would proceed to 
loving of my Saviour ; and from a fenfe of my own unrighteouf- 
nefs, I would affect my heart with that only rightecufnefs which 
I have to plead, that I may be juftified before God.” 

lt was the practice of Dr. Mather, from the fourteenth year 
of his age, almoft to his death, to keep a private faft, or a day 
of more than ordinary devotion; at leaft once a-month; and 
when he had any affair of confiderable importance before him, 
he would, often keep weekly fafts, and fometimes two in one 
week. Th€ frame of his foul on thofe days he generally re- 
corded in his diary. On one day he writes thus: “This day 
having 
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124 Lift of Dr. Cotton Mather. [Avcust, 
having humbled myfelf, and judged myfelf before the Lord, for 


my many provocations, and watered my couch with my tears, 
in the apprehenfion of my exceeding vilenefs, at —< floods of 
tears gufhed from me, in my laying hold of the pardoning mer- 
cy of God in Jefus Chrift. The Spirit of the Moft High 
brought me to a marvellous temper, which was to me likethe 
very fuburbs of heaven, wherein he affured me that all my fins 
were forgiven, and that his anger, in the fenfe of which my 
foul trembled, fhould no more burn againft me. Upon this I 
called to mind the names of as many perfons as I could learn 
had reproached and injured me, and I moft heartily begged the 

God of heaven in the behalf of them, one by one, that they 
might be bleffed with the bleflings of his goodnefs, and efpecially. 
with fuch bleflings as were moft fuitable for them. 

Befides thefe fafs, this pious man kept days of thank/giving 
to God for his mercies. ~ ine | ) 

_ Dr. Mather alfo followed the pratice of the primitive Chrif- 
tians, who, underftanding the command, “to watch unto pray- 
er,” ina more literal fenfe than is now commonly taken, had 
fometimes their vigi/s, i. e. they fpent a good part of the night 
in prayer. He has often rifen in the dead of the night, and retir- 
ed in to his ftudy, where he has {pent feveral hours in acts of devo- 
tion, and where he has often found the abridging himfelf of his 
natural reft has been abundantly recompenfed to him, by fpi- 
ritual enjoyments. a? Ree ay Sp eee 

The manner in which he employed the Lord’s day. is like- 
wife worthy of particular notice. A confiderable part of the 

Saturday afternoon was fpent by him in private aéts of devo~ 
tion, preparatory to the duties and fervices of the Sabbath. In 
the evening he endeavoured to diveft his mind of all worldly 
thoughts, and called upon his family to prepare for the ap- 
proaching day. On Sabbath morning he rofe earlier than dfual. 
After a meditation, while he was drefling, he fung a hymn, then 
addreffed himfelf to God in a fhort prayer for the pardon of the 
fins of his paft Sabbaths, and for grace to fanétify this day tohis 
honour. Then he read a portion of the Old Teftament in Hebrew, 
another in French, and a part of the New Teltament in Greek. 
Upon thefe he ufually wrote down remarks as he went along ; af- 
terwards he made his morning prayer in his ftudy. After this, © 
he fung and prayed in his family, and gave them all a folemn 
charge to “ Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.” He 
then fetired again into his ftudy, when, in another fhort prayer, 
he recommended himfelf, and the ordinances he was going to at- 
tend, to the bleffing of God. | | 
“While he was attending on public worfhip, he ca y watch- 
ed his thoughts, to keep them from wandering, and he laboured 
to get his heart fuitably. affe&ted and impreiied with — % 
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theard, and what he fung ; and, for that purpofe, he ufed to in. 
termix a great many fhort ejaculations with the public fervice. 
After it was over, he fet himfelf to awaken in his own heart 
fuch fpiritual defires, or to form fuch holy purpofes, as were fuit- 
able to the fubject of the difcourfe he had been hearing ; and he 
did not forget to fend a pious wifh to heaven, that all the hear- 
ers might be profited by it. 

' Upon his return to his ftudy, he read fome portion of fcrip- 
ture, or fome other difcourfe concerning the great fabbatifm 
which the church is encouraged to look for, and the glorious 
things which are fpoken of the city of God. At his table, he 
entertained the company with fome profitable difcourfe; and, 
indeed, through the whole Lord’s day, he fet a very particular 
watch upon his lips, that not one word might drop from him 
on that day, but what was good to the ufe of edifying, 

He looked upon charity tothe poor asa duty more efpecially 
belonging to the Lord’s day, and on this account he wiually had 
fome at his table. 

After dinner he returned to his ftudy, when, after he had of- 
fered upa prayer for the advancement of religion in the 
world, and for the haftening the day of God, he looked over 
his notes of the fermon he was to preach in the afternoon, and 
endeavoured to ftir up in his own mind fuch affections, defires, 
and holy purpofes, as were fuitable to every part of it. For 
this he implored the help of Divine Grace, as weil as for the 
public work which was now immediately before him. 

When the public fervice was over, and when he had taken 
fome neceffary refrefhment, he retired againfor prayer. Then 
he called his family together, and catechifed the children, and 
went over the difcourfes which had been delivered, in a familiar 
manner, by afking them queftions upon what they had heard. 
After this he retired again into his ftudy for fome time, which 
he {pent in reading and meditation ; then he returned to his fa- 
mily, and heard every child who was able, read a portion of 
fome book, from which he took occafion to give them initruc- 
tions.of his own. After this he fung a hymn with his family, 
and concluded the fervice of the day with prayer, particularly 
imploring forgivenefs of the fins they had committed in it, and 
_ returning thanks for the mercies they had received, and com- 
mitting himfelf, and his family, and all his interefts, into the 
hands of his dear Saviour. 

Such was the manner in which Dr. Mather fpent his life. 
From the above account, every one muft perceive that he mu 
have been amazingly diligent in improving time. Yet, not- 
withtanding this, and the manner in which he employed it, at 
the end of one year he {peaks of it as ‘ time fo mifpent as to ren- 
der it unfit to be called life ;’ anotherhe calls ‘2 year of aa 
feites 
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- 
feited life ;? while of a third he fays, * Another year of my fin- 
ning againft my precious Redeemer! Alas, my unfruitfulnefs!” 
“hough Dr. Mather’s life was ina manner one continual pre- 
paration for death, yet he did not negle& to improve the warn- 
ings which God fometimes gave him, by bodily ficknefs, to 
make a more immediate and actual preparation for‘his great 
change, particularly to get his heart more thoroughly .weaned 
from the world, to get his will more completely refigned to the 
will of God, and to get the defires of his foul more Eeodply fix- 
ed in the heavenly {ftate. 

About the beginning of January, 1727-8, he was feized with 
his laft ficknefs. During his illnefs, he often expreffed the trong 
confolations he had in the views of heaven, which carried him 
above the love of life, and the fear of death; and alfo his full 
affurance that he fhould not be eloft, but that he was going to 
eat the bread of life, and drink the waters of life freely, when all 
tears fhould be wiped from his eyes forever, At lait, God was 
pleafed to favour him with an eafy difmiffion out of this life, 
Eebruary 13th following, in the 65th year of hisage.  “ Blefled 
are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth; yea, faith 
the Spirit, that they may reft from their labours, and their works 
do follow them.” 
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Conrerence Ill, 
On the Divinity of Scripture. 

HIS field, my young friends, has been frequently 
explored, by the molt able men, both of this and 
. diftant ages. Ido not, therefore, expect to advance any new 
argument in favour of {pécial revelation, nor even to, place fa- 
miliar ones in ‘a more confpicuous and conyincing tight. But, 
eonfidering the prevailing infidelity of the day, and the difficul- 
ty of procuring and Sia lEig fome. of ‘the beft writers on the 
fubjeét, this attempt, in familiar conference, will be excufed, if 
not approved :' for to open, guide and prote& the youthful 

mind, is the manifeft duty and privilege of the paftoral office. 
Theophilus. We think, Sir, that your defign neéds no apolo- 
y- The fubjeé& is neceffary and acceptable: for feveral 
members of the conference have expreffed their defire to attend 
to it carefully. “Though ¥ have feveral years purfued the 
fiudy of theology, I feel"my infafficiency when conVerfing with 
the infidels of the age, who have furnifhed. themfelves with eve- 
Sor ry 
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ry weapon of defence. We therefore hope you will indulge 
freedom in the inquiry. That which is familiar to others will 
probably appear new to us. 

Clerus. We will proceed. The light of nature, according 
to the fentiments treated at the laft conference, not only in- 
culeates the moral perfection of Deity, but alfo fuggefts the ne- 
ceflity, and excites the hope, of a more particular revelation : 
for how can man improve the difplay of God’s greatnefs and 
goodnefs in the operations of providence, and not expe& a 
more ample and diftiné revelation of his will? To me the 
volume of nature appears like a preface or introduétion toa 
glorious volume of grace. Is it not probable, if God were to va- 
ry, in a fovereign manner, from his common courfe of admi- 
niftration, and regenerate diftant favages while wholly igno- 
rant of fpecial revelation, that they would be devoutly engaged 
to afcertain more of his moral charaéter? Would they be con- 
tented with the volume of nature? I prefume not: for the 
general manifeftation of God’s perfections, in all furrounding 
objects, indicates that he is on a treaty of peace with rebellions 
man. If favages were regenerated, they would quit the wild 
chace, abandon their idols, and go in queft of more information 
relative to the Great Spirir who made the rivers, mountains 
and ftars. O Lord, how long, how long before thefe favage 
hunters, who now roam the foreft like wolves and tygers, fhall 
repent, and feek the light of the gofpel ! 

Theophilus. TExcufe my freedom: I believe the light of na- 
ture, like the morning ftar, indicates the fucceeding light of re- 
velation. This correfponds with the analogy of things. But 
why this eftablifhment? why this arrangement in divine mani- 
feftations ? why nature’s volume firft ? 

Clerus. Why the body before the foul? and why are chil- 
dren taught their letters, and the primer, before they are pat 
to the Bible ? 

Theophilus. 'That they may be qualified to read and under- 
ftand it like men. 

Clerus. Thus the volume of nature contains the rudiments 
of godly information and education. To this, therefore, the 
Bible frequently appeals and refers to fupport its divinity : for 
all the manifeftations and revelations of God to man are con- 
current, and beautifully harmonious and confiftent. 

Theophilus. 1 will detain the conference no longer: for 
the neceffity and utility of the volume of nature, in order to 
examine and adopt the volume of infpiration, is confpicuoufly 
manifeft. Give me leave, then, to afk, What evidence have we 
that the Bible is the word of God, and given by his {pecial in- 
fpiration? .—. 

Clerus. Tt is evident the Bible is the word of God, becaufe 
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it is a hiftory of his fpecial operations. It is the regifter of 
eternal realities, and not fictions. It is the peculiar language 
of God to mari. ae & ) 

Theophilus. I grant the Bible is God’s word, if it cane 
proved that it is a hiltory of {pecial fa@s. But how can it be 
proved that a book which records fo many miracles, and pre- 
dictions, and contains fiich peculiar doétrines and rules of dif- 
cipline, was put into the haiid of man by the fpirit of infpira- 
tion ? How fhall we eftablifh its authenticity and genuinenefs, 
and filence the infidel who ftyles it an impofition? For to ad- 
vocate its divinity, afidé from its authenticity and genuinenefs, 
is manifeftly fruitlefs. : 

Clerus. ‘True, my young friend; much depends upon the 
authenticity and genuinenefs of the fcripture hiftory. Let us 
then proceed with care upon the broad bafis of public teftimony. 
For, at this day, ocular demonttration, or the teftimony of fenfe, 
fs neither claimed nor needed. As we eftablifh the authen- 
ticity of other writings, fo we eftablifh the authenticity of ferip- 
ture. Public teftimony is the only evidence which is required 
in the prefent argument. For inftance ; Were there fuch an- 
cient dominions as Greece and Rome? Were there fuch men 
as Socrates and Plato, and their fcholars? Yes; for the unit- 
¢d teftimnonies of antiquity eftablifh the affirmative : and we 
have no more reafon to difpute the teftiniony of antiquity rela- 
tive to thefe objects, than to reject the teftimony of fenfe rela- 
tive to our own exiltence. That we exift, and that thofe cha- 
racters and dominions exifted thoufands of years ago, none will 
deny, though the teftimonies which eftablifh the faéts are di- 
verfe. On the fame principle of public teftimony we prove 
that two thoufand years ago there were in the land of Judea, 
and at Rome, fuch charaéters as Chrift and his difciples and 
apoltles, who were the authors of the New Teftament. If we 
deny the teftimony of ancient hiftory relative to Chrift and his 
followers, we muft alfo relative to the ancient philofophers. 
If we embrace it in one cafe, we mult in thé other. The con- 
fequence is then obvious and undeniable. 

Theophilus. 1 perceive that the authenticity of the New Tef- 
tament is as fafe as the authenticity of ancient hiftory. But 
pray inform us more particularly when and by whom the New 
Teftament was written ; and in whofe hands it has been pre- 
ferved during fo many centuries of contention and revolution. 

Clrus. ‘Teltimony informs us.that it was written at the com- 
mencement of the Chriftian era, by the_Evangelifts and Apof- 
tles who have fubfcribed it. By their fucceflors the various 
parts comprifing the book were faithfully collected and atranged 
as they now appear in the facred canon. This collection, we 
are informed by infallible teftimony, was in the hands of the 
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devout fathers of .:e firft and fecond centuries, who confidered 
=: venerated it as the fpecial word of God: for they not 
Only read and expounded it, but appealed to it in cafe of reli- 
gious controverfy, and with reverence made it the on/y ftandard 
of faith and practice. From the primitive fathers and church the 
Bible was handed to the jealous catholics a little after the reign of 
Conftantine: & from them the memorable reformers have hand- 
ed it fafely down to us, with all the marks of authenticity, 
genuinene(fs and authority. The orations of Cicero, the com- 
mentaries of Cefar, the hiftories of Greece and Rome, are not 
more amply authenticated, by ancient and modern teftimony, 
than the New Teftament. As we know where the Bible is at 
prefent, fo we know where it was the laft century, and every 
preceding century, till we finally recur to the evangelifts and 
apoftles, who were the infpired authors. 

Theophilus. 'The cafes are manifeftly parallel. The infalli- 
ble teftimony of ages ftamps the Bible with as many fignatures 
of authenticity and genuinenefs as it does any other books. In- 
deed no ancient book is fo amply fhielded as the Bible. In one 
word: If any argument derived from the faithful regifters of 
antiquity proves that Homer was the author of the Iliad, and 
Virgil of the AEneid, the fame proves that the evangelifts were 
the authors of the Gofpel. But are the authenticity and genu- 
inenefs of the Bible fufficient evidence of its divinity? For, 
though the Iliad and /Eneid have every mark of authenticity 
and genuineneis, they have no mark of infpiration or divinity. 

Clerus. You now, Theophilus, touch the point in hand: and 
except infallible teftimony, and the nature of the compofition, 
afcribe infpiration to the authors of the Bible, the argument 
muft faulter. Public teftimony acknowledges the writings of 
the ancient phiiofophers, poets and hiftorians to be fignal pro- 
duétions of antiquity ; but never afcribes infpiration to any an- 
cient writers but the authors of the Bible. The ancient regifter 
of infpired names is potent evidence in the prefent cafe. If 
public teftimony proves that the evangelilts and apoftles were 
the authors of the New Teftament, it equally proves that they 
* were infpired: for they, in the moft public, artlefs and faithful 
manner, undertake to communicate to men what they received 
by {pecial infpiration from God. They humbly and confident- 
ly confidered themfelves the inftruments and organs of divine 
communication. What they received from God they faithful- 
ly delivered to men. ‘They wrote and fpake as they felt ; and 
their exercifes were the effects of God’s {pecial agency on their 
minds and hearts. , 

Theophilus, But was it impoflible for the authors of the Bi- 
ble to deceive the world ? 


Vor. I R Clerus. 
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 ‘Clerus.’ Was it poffible for them to blind the fun? For the 
‘€ardinal contents of the gofpel are the hiftory of Chrift’s words 
and works, of which both learned Jews and Gentiles were per- 
‘fonal witneffes. “What the attentive world faw Chrift perform, 


-and what they heard him fpeak in the moft public manner, the 


“évangelifts have inferted in the hiltory of his life. “ That which 
“we have feen and heard declare “we ‘unto you,” was the lan- 
“gttage of the gofpel hiftorians. What ample opportunity then 
was there for the world to detect and expofe them, if guilty of 
‘ympofition! “Théir profeflion and hiftory were of fuch a nature 
‘that it. was impoffible to deceive, or to efeape detection. But 
“who of their cotemporaries, and who among either the ancients 
or moderns, have attacked the veracity of the gofpel hiltory 
‘with any fuccefs? “Thofe who have prefumptuoufly made the 
attempt, like Julian and others, have expofed themfelves, but 
not the gofpel. By endeavouring to invalidate the gofpel hif- 
tory, the infidels of every age have not only laboured in vain, 
‘but, contrary to their wicked defign, been the occafion of dif- 
_playing its validity ‘and glory. ‘The rock of ages is infinitely 
fafe, though in the midft ‘of the‘angry ocean. The feeble inf- 
“del can neither hide the fun by fhutting his own eyes, nor con- 
ceal the light of day ‘from others. 

“Theophilus. The argument m favour of the divinity of fcrip- 
‘ture derived from the genuinenefs of the gofpel hiftory is obvi- 
ous.: for if the Bible be a hiftory of facts, and not a collection 
of fictions, it is néceffarily the word of God to man. But what 
‘ts the difference between the genuinenefs and veracity: of fcrip- 
‘ture, and the divinity of fcripture ? 

" *Clerus. The diverfity is like what is difcovered between the 
‘truth of a propofition ‘and the inféparable confequence flowing from 
‘it. For inftance, agreeably to a remark lately made, we 
prove that the gofpel is a hiftory of ‘facts ; and the -undeniable 
-conclufion is therefore this, that it was divinely infpired ; for 
it is a hiftory of the acts and effects of infpiration. God re- 
vealing himfelf in a fpecial manner to man, is the fummary of 
gofpel hiftory. 

hag: too The anfwer is fatisfattory. But is there no° 
other clafs of witnefles whofe influence is worthy of notice in 
this connexion ? 

Clerus. Yes ; the apoftles make another ' fubfantial -clafs 
for, inftead of being afhamed of their Lord and Matter; or dif- 
mayed at his numerous enemies, they advance confidently in 
‘his name, work miracles, and, amid-the moft formidable op- 
pofition, preach the felf-denying religion of Chrift, with the 
nioft unfhaken faith and admirable fuccefs. Compared with 
the fublime theory of religion which Paul imculcated, the hea- 
then philofophy is folly and madnefs. The a = 
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fubtil. meafures were adopted by Jews and Gentiles to inva. 
idate the teftimony of the apottles, which had been previoufly 
ed to fap the authority of the evangelifts. But as the apof- 
tles executed their miffion in the molt public manner, as both 
friends and enemies were witnefles of what they inculcated and 
effected, public teftimony has given them the palm, and baffled 
their oppofers. The heroic exploits of. Cyrus and Xenophon 
are not more credible than the a@s and writings of the apo 
tles. They all ftand on the fame bafis of public teftimony,.. 

. Theophilus. We are pleafed with the parailel between thofe 
captains of antiquity and the foldiers of Chrift.. Public -téfti: 
mony regifters their names in the book of fame. But ftill what 






evidence have we that they were under the peculiar guidance. 


of in{fpiration ? 


Clerus. They claim the influence of infpiration,. and fupport 
the claim by miraculous operations. “ In the name of Jefus 
Chrift of Nazareth, take up thy bed and walk,’? was the. ftyle 
of the apoftles; and their word was effectual, Whenever it 
was expedient to authenticate their miilion by extraordinary 
figns, the mafly doors of the prifon opened without hands, or 
perjured wretches dropped dead at their fect, Who does. not 
fee that miracles are the teft of fpecial legation ? ? ~ For the Au- 
thor of nature only is-able to controul her laws, and produce 


events diverfe from her regular operations. Such were the . 


figns of the apoftles. The fervants of God, the friends of 
men, difengaged from worldly motives, they met no difficulties 
too great to be removed, and no obftacles too high to be fur- 
mounted, if they might advance the intereft of. Chrifi’s king- 
dom. ‘They taught by. example, as well as by precept. Be- 
tween their doctrines and lives there fubfifted the moft lovely 
and perfuafive harmony. In one word; as their obje& was hea- 
venly, their hearts were elevated above temporal intereft and 
fame. ' Thefe are the men who farnifh’a teftimony in favour of 
the fcxipture.: and fhall not their-teRimony obtain? For thie 
light and attempts of two thoufand years cannot invalidate it. 
Cred is the force of public teftimony, and it will prevail.” The 
. fun will thine, thoughinfidels cannot bear the light. 
Theophilus. But is there no other clafs of evidence, of a dif- 
ferent complexion from what we have examined ? Does not 
the peculiar nature of {cripture furnifh an pranaret in fuppost 
_ of its divinity ? 
Clerus, Yes; the fyftem | of. truth contained“ in_ the Bible 
eftablithes its divinity. “The contents of the book are manifett- 
| ly divine, and not the fruits of impottors : for, though Ww ickéd 
men and wicked ipirits will {peciou‘ly oppofe themfelves a little 
while, to carry a favourite point, they will not really and de- 
fgnedly oppofe themfelves in the moft pomted manner ogg 
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The difinterefted, holy religion of the feriptures, which has for 
its object the highelt felicity of the intelligent fyftem, is not the 
theory of finful creatures, but the theory of God. The Bible 
is its own witnefs. 

Theophilus. It is hoped I realize, in fome meafure, the ad- 
vantage of the conference. Is not this the fummary of the ar- 
gument—By the effect we afcertain its caufe ? For inflance; 
when we take up a book and read the finifhed defcription of a 
memorable battle, we afcribe it to the accomplifhed hiftorian. 
When we examine a piece of mafterly painting, which difplays. 
- the features of the original to the life, we attribute it to the im- 
proved limner. When we furvey a moft fpacious and elegant 
manfion, we afcribe it to the ingenious archite&. Thus when 
we attend to the great fabric of the univerfe, enlightened by 
the heavenly bodies, we afcribe it to God. He is manifelt- 
ly the author.. For the fame reafon, when we take up the Bi- 
ble, and examine its contents, we are impelled to afcribe it to. 
the Divine Being. In every page we meet God revealing his 
will. The theory of feripture is the theory of divinity. Gop 
Is ‘THERE. _ 

_ Clerus. Yes, you manifeftly underftand the reafoning. The 
excellent contents of the Bible are a thoufand unanfwerable ar- 
guments in favour of its infpiration. ‘The pious child, while 
reading the Bible, is mafter of the beft argument to fupport its 
divinity: for, as he reads, he devoutly Aeethe and adores the 
Author. 

Theophilus. True, Sir ; for Chrift fays, “My fheep hear my 
vxice, and follow me: and if any man will do his will, he fhall 
know of the do¢trine whether it be of God.” 

Leander. But, granting the fcripture narrative is generally 
true, and divine, what evidence have we that it is not inter- 
polated, in fome inftances containing things which are {pu- 
rious ? , ¥ 

Confifus.. It is needlefs, Leander, to harbour the fuggeftion = 
for the ancient witneffes and guardians of the Bible were too 
numerous, vigilant and faithful to fuffer fuch an impofition. 
The protectors of {cripture neither flept long at a time, nor all 
at once. Farther: The nature, uniformity and harmonious. 
confiftency of the feriptures evince that they were all dictated. 
by the fame fpirit, to the fame fublime end.. It was fo ordered. 
by Providence, that the leading characters of primitive times, 
who difagreed greatly about the import of the Bible, were unit- 
ed to preferve and hand it down to. pofterity pure and entire. 
If the moderns were as fearful of adulterating the fcriptures as. 
the ancients, they would treat their own confciences and the 
world more tenderly. 


Fidelias 
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Fidelia. 1 heartily concur with the fentiments of brother 
Theophilus. For, until I embraced Chrift with all my heart, 
my fpeculative faith was wavering and unftable as water. [ 
hope to cherifh modefty while {peaking : and, if not greatly de- 
ceived, I relifh and enjoy the excellency of infpiration. There 
is a joint teftimony in favour of infpiration between my fpirit 
and the Spirit of God. I tafte that God is gracious. I love 
honey becaufe it is good, and the honey-comb of in{fpiration 
becaufe it is pleafant. My freedom will be excufed when I 
fay, that my heart contains evidence that the Author of the 
Univerfe is the author of the Bible. My foul doth magnify 


the Lord ; and my fpirit rejoices in God my Saviour. ‘The 


Bible is my delight. 

Lucinda. My feeble teftimony is fimilar. The Bible needs 
no witnefs but itfelf. Itis God’s book. It is the repofitory of 
heaven. It breathes the fpirit of divinity from end to end. 
By the grace of God I have leave to fay that I love it: for it 
is a light to my feet, and a lamp to my path. It neither fuffers 
exaltation in times of profperity, nor depreffion in times of ad- 
verfity. It both holds me up and keeps me down. By this 
divine fcale of infpired truth I am enabled to make fuitable 
calculations for life and death, time and eternity. O precious 
book! Compared with this divine treafure, what are the fcanty 
Jeffons of pagan morality? What is the chaff to the wheat? 
Do not thy words, O God, do good to thofe who walk up- 
rightly? ‘Thy teftimonies have I taken as an heritage for- 
ever ; for they are the rejoicing of my heart. 

Clerus. If thefe, my young friends, are your exercifes, I 
charge you to be humble and thankful, and give God all the 
glory. For who has made Fidelia and Lucinda to differ from 
others? and what have any of God’s children that they did not 
receive from the Fountain of Grace? How beautiful are the 
tender flowers of {pring, imbibing the dew ! 

Sophia. If mere conviction of the divinity of feripture were 
a proper teftimony, diftiné from Chriftian love, mine too might 
be fubjoined ; for I am convinced that the Bible is the word of 
divine infpiration. But, alas! while I believe the {cripture is 
God’s word, I alfo believe that my heart is full of enmity to 
the humiliating dofrines it contains. With my confcience I 
know the truth, but with my heart [ hate and rejeé it. 


Eufebia. Have you, Sophia, as much evidence that your 


heart difapproves the gofpel, as that your confcience approves 
it ? 

Sophia. Yes, Eufebia; I’both know and hate the truth as if 
is in Jefus. I am a wicked, wretched creature; and without 
{peedy repentance have nothing to expect but the dreadful 
wrath of God. What, alas! fhall I do! whither can I fly for 
relief? , Lufebia. 
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Eufthia. Do-you afk the,queftion for the fake of .informa- 
tion, or for the fake of obtaining fupport while you reje& Chrit 
the-only Saviour? How can you with to fly from Chrift? 

Sophia. 1am ata lofs for an anfwer: for while I feem to - 
defire inftruétion, I know that Chrift calls upon me to repent 
and accept of mercy. Nothing but my own unwillingnefs to 
‘be faved from fim, hinders my pardon. . Why. does God {offer 
me to continue.a moment ? why does he not part the thread of 
ife;and let me drop into perdition? Oh the. thought! the 
dreadful thought ! 

Zafebia. Well, my dear Sophia, feeing you know your. Maf- 
“ger’s will, you muff doit. . For the conimands of Chrift are rea- 
fonable. His yoke 1s eafy, and hts burden islight. @Q tafte and 
‘fee that the Lord is gracious.. Why will you, how can.you, re- 
-fufé the precious offer of grace? Your guilt is great and ag- 
‘gravated, becaufe youdin in the face of conviction. Be en- 
Streated, as life*and-death are the only. alternatives. before 
you, to embra¢e Chrift, and live forever at God’s right hand. 
“2 Ckrus.:i have nothing to add to Eufebia’s remarks, which 
‘granifeftly correfpond with the.word of God, Let us then, as 
we'clofe the conference, pray that Sophia, and all others in. her 
dangerous condition, may feafonably’ attend to the; voice, of 


\wifdom. - For, behold, now is the aecepted time; behold, now 


- 


‘ 


_ - 


- js ‘the day of falvation. Delays are dangerous. We know not 
the-day of our death. The next! hour, or even the, next mo- 
ment, the eyes of the finner may be clofed, and his foul confined 
in the regions of defpair. 

O Sophia, it is but: a little while fince I-was ealled_to vifit 
Tiorella on a decliing bed. A moré pleafing face inever faw. 
She wasalfo a-young lady of fingular abilities and information. 
Though the fubjeé of keen conviction, fhe was confefledly defti- 
tute-ef grace. - Betweert her cafe and -yours, her converfation 
and yours, there is a great fimilarity..- Note the alarmin 
fequel. ‘The next day | was called,again to. vifit her. - But,. 
alas ! I found her -deftitute of intelligence, fpeechlefs, cold, 
and expiring. Soon the departed.——Several other inftances 
6f the nature°I might relate; but Me defift, left more light 
fhall increafe your blindnefs. * *.* * * * # * 4 * * # ® @ 

‘“ What glory gilds the facred page, 
- Majeftic like the fun? 

It gives a light to ev’ry age; © 

“t.* ~* It gives, but borrows -none. 

is... Let everlafting thanks be thine, 

fixes» Fox fuch,a bright difplay, =° . ° 

‘ey! Which makes a world of darknefs fhine 

¢ With beams of heav’nly day.” 

[To be continued. | 
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THE WICKED ISLANDERS. 


To the Editors of the Maffachufctts Miffionary Magazine. 
GENTLEMEN, 


THE following hiforical fketch is at your fervice. 


EUSEBIUS. 


AR diftant, towards the rifing fun, rifes a large and beau- 
tiful ifland, varied in profpect with delighttul hills and 
vales. Here and there a lofty mountain, its top covered with 
naked rocks, or fields of -fnow, pure as the beams of the fun, 
makes a beautiful contraft with the fertile plains. The firft in- 
habitants with their PRINCE placed themfelves in a moft en- 
chanting fituation; four noble rivers watered the flowery vale. 
Groves of orange trees, and the richeft vines, offered their de- 
iicious fruit. The palm invited them to its fhade ; various other 
fruits increafed the number of their luxuries. The happy 
people enjoyed every with of their hearts; their Prince was the 
beft man.in the world; he watched over them with the tender- 
nefs of a parent; he opprefied none; he beftowed favours oa 
all. The only mark of refpect, the only expreflion of homage, 
the only token of loyalty, which he required, was, that of one tree 
they foould not tafe. All were fatisfied ; neither fear, nor pain, 
nor ficknefs, nor death, were known. Their brifs was perpetual, 
and themfelves immortal as their obedience. In this ftate of 
things a Foreigner landed.on the ifland, who had long been fub- 
je to no prince, his paflions his only law. He told the ifland- 
ers, their prince was a tyrant; that the interdi@ed tree was the 
déft.in the ifland, that its fruit was not only pleafant to the eye, 
delightful to the tafte, and nourifhing to the body, but en/ighicn- 
ing to the mind; that it would elevate them to an equality with 
the prince himielf. His harangue had its imtended effe@. A 
woman firft, more credulous and rath than the reit, put forth 
herhand, took, and tafted ; and though fhe experienced xone of the 
enefiys promifed, the wagainftantly ‘rendered obftin: ite, and un- 
teacHfable ; therefore, vaftead of relenting and warning others, 
fhe pave to her hufband, and he eat; all the iflanders :tatted, 
or approved, and beeame rebels to their prince. ‘The prince, 
rouled to.anger, inftantly appeared among them. ‘They trem- 
bled, they fled, they hid themfelves under the vines and trees 
around them. He fummoned them into his prefence; he af- 
certained their guilt, their excufes only -preving their impeni- 
tence and obitinacy. He drove them trom their rivers of wa- 
ter, their fruitful vale,'their blooming garden. He fent them 
to glean a fcanty fubfiftence in the thorny woods, and cold and 
barren mountaims. - There, inftead of finding provifions _ 
ove tanecufly 
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tancoufly inviting their acceptance, not one fruit tree rofe till it 
was planted; not a flower bloomed, but with great care ; not 
a blade of corn fprang up, but with laborious cultivation. 
Every morfel of bread, and every drop of water, was gained by 
toil, and the fweat of the brow. Alienations and quarrels, fick- 
nefs and death, and every {pecies of mifery, weighed down their 
{pirits. ‘The people too late found themfelves undone. There 
was no way by which ¢hey could recover their loit bleffings. 

The Prince, however, when he expelled them from their 
former delightful abode, had given them fome intimations that 
there might be a reconciliation between them. He led them to 
expect that one of their race would deftroy the influence of the 
artful foreigner who had been the means of their revolt. Subfe- 
quent intimations of this kind he made to them from time to 
time, more and more explicit, as they were wandering in the 
deferts, lodging in the dens of the mountains, afflicted and tor- 
mented. On the ftrength of thefe intimations, a partial, im- 
periec&t intercoyrfe was maintained between the Prince and his 
revolted fubjects. Some of them relying on the mediation pro- 
mifed, ventured to return to their fovereign, to refign themfelves 
to his difpofal, and fubje& themfelves to his laws. But moft of 
the. people, not believing his propofals of clemency, and refent- 
ing the hardfhips they endured, maintained a perpetual warfare 
with their king. 

In the fulnefs of time the Prince introduced Kreefhna, his on- 
ly fon, to make reconciliation between him and his revolted 
people. The benevolent fon was delighted with the office, hav- 
ing the moft tender concern for his father’s kingdom. The wife 
and the good were delighted with him; he rapidly grew in 
their elteem and affection. He finally avowed himfelf a public 
character, fent by his father to fave his loft fubje&ts. The foreigner 
who firft excited revolt had continued in the ifland, king of the 
infurgents: he was now alarmed; he felt his throne totter; he 
felt that fomething muf inftantly be done, or all was loft. He 
applies bimfelf to this rifing character, and exerts all his cun- 
ning to perfuade him to leave his father’s intereit, and enlift un- 
der his banner: he fhows him all the palaces and cities of the 
ifland ; he promifes to make them all his own, if he would unite 
in the rebellion. With infinite d:/dain the fon rejects his propo- 
fals, and proceeds in his public office. He explains his father’s 
defigns, he difplays the beauties and excellencies of his character ; 
he calls them to duty and to life: he travels from city to city, 
from one province to another. He heals difeafes, which his 
father had fent as a punifhment; he feeds the poor; he com- 
forts the afflicted ; he vifits the prifoners, their chains fall off, and 
they are free ; he forgives fome; he raifes others from the dead. 
‘The iflanders were amazed ; they offered to make him king; it 
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was fondiy hoped by many that all would fubmit to his direc. 
tions. : 

Though tormented with his difmal profpeis, the foreigner did 
not defpair. He makes one daring effort more. He addrefles 
one of Kreefhna’s own family. Knowing his conftitutionat 
paffion, he offers him money; he fucceeds. The domeftic 
triend and companion promifes to betray his mafter. At the 
fame time the ufurper ftirs up a fpirit ‘of jealoufy and envy in the 
principal people of the capital. Kreefhna ‘is clandeftinely ar- 
refted, has a mock trial, is condemned, and executed in the molt 
barbarous manner. His friends are terrified, and fly in every 
direction: every hope is deftroyed; they are in total defpair. 
The triumph of the infurgents was complete. They remember- 
ed that Kreefhna had fpoken of rifing again. They guarded 
his tomb ; they covered it with a ponderous rock ; they affixed 
the public feal. But, within the time expected, events more 
awful than at his execution amazed the people. Then the rocks 
‘were rent, and the fun darkened ; now angels, robed in light- 
ning, defcended the earth trembled at their approach, the tomb 
opened, and Kreefina came forth. He colleéted his fcattered 
friends; he gave them information new and furprifing; he 
affured them that he had voluntarily given up his life; that he 
had bled that his father’s fubjé&ts might never die: that this 
was the plan of reconciliation from the beginning. He com- 
manded them to go forth, and publifh thefe tidings to the whole 
ifland ; he promifed to attend them, and to give them victory 
‘over every enemy. They publifhed the news. The people 
were affected, and convinced, and overcome. Thoufands, in 
one day, believed in Kreefhna, and were reconciled to theit 
prince. They proceeded in their glorious work, till the moft 
folitary vales and hills, the moft diitant capes and promonto- 
ries, echoed the news of reconciliation. The people returned 
to their king. The praifes of Kreefhna and his father mingled 
in every fong, their temples rofe in every city and village, the 
harp and the organ told the people’s joy. They were more 
bleit than before their firft revoit. It was fuppofed the foreigner 
had left the ifland. ‘Wery few acknowledged themfelves his 
friends ; his temples were thrown down; his memory was ex- 
ecrated. But in a fhort time it was found that he had only 
concealed himfelf, that he might a& with more advantage when 
a good opportunity fhould occur. By the watchmen or public 
centinels of Kreefhna he was foon recognized muffled in deep 
difguife in one of their temples. He pretended to be a fellow 
labourer with them, and, left he fhould be fufpected, he was more 
precife and apparently religious than they were, or than Kreefhna 
himfelf. He not only fprinkled with water thofe who became 
loyal to their prince, with their houfholds ; but alfo bells, and 
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fomerimes the fkulls of thofe who had been long dead: he not 
only confecrated each feventh rifing morn to the fervice of the 
prince and his fon, but he dedicated a multitude of days, fo that 
the people were empoverifhed by their negleé& of labour. He 
not only taught that the king or his fon would pardon rebellion, 
but he himfelf for money gave indulgences for the moft alarm- 
ing treafon againft the government. He not only made fup- 
plications for the living, but for the dead. By thefe means he 
regained a large part of the ifland to himfelf. He faftened 
their chains, before the people fufpected they were prifoners. 
He ruled with a rod of iron, while they dreamed they were {till 
fcrving their lawful fovercign. In other parts he flung off the 
mafk, aflumed his own charaéter, murdered or banifhed the 
public officers of Kreefhna, and eftablifhed his own maxims and 
cultoms, making it death for any but his own people to be feen 
in thefe provinces. In another part he again put on a falfe 
character, pretending to be the friend of their rightful prince, 
by whom, he faid, he was fent to finifh the work of Kreefhna, 
and perfe& the fyftem he had begun. He collected armies, and 
with fire and fword recovered the faireft provinces that ever 
bowed to the authority of Kreefhna; he trampled on his tomb, 
and fubdued thofe cities and ..iumlets where he had lived, and 
was perfonally known. 

Thus almoft the whole ifland is again in a ftate of infurrec- 
tion; the old, fubtle foreigner waves the flag of triumph’ over 
the nobleft cities, and rieheft provinces. For a long time the 
friends of the king’s fon have been difcouraged and inattive. 
With tears of compaflion and terror they have feen rebellion 
ipreading ; but have had no courage to make refiltance, and 
fiill leis have they thought of conqueft or victory themfelves. 

One .of the populous diftricts of the prince, where he had 
thoufands of real friends, and where all profefied friendthip, has 
dately lifted the ftandard of revolt, and gone over to the enemy’s 
camp. Their fhoutings and violence of rejoicing made the 
ifland tremble; the furrounding billows echoed their frantic 
yellings. They gloried in crufhing their former matter, and in 
pouring contempt on his fervice, and infamy on his cuufe. 
-They overturned his altars, burned his temples, and murdered 
his friends. This explofion of treafon, with fome encouraging 
fymptoms of zeal anid fuccefs in other parts, has roufed the 
friends of Kreefhna in every part of the ifland. Fear and hope 
have united their influence to call forth their energies. They 
have aflembled, they have confulted,-they have eftablifhed cor- 
refpondencies, they have circulated the laws and promifes of 
their prince, they have fent forth agents into every part of the 
ifland to fee what can be done in fuch a deplorable ftate of 


things. Thefe agents are faithful and loyal fubjedts, _ = 
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friends of their rebellious fellow men. They inftrud them, 
they warn them, they befeech them to fubmit to their fovereion. 
They facrifice their eafe and health, they expofe their lives, for 
the good of their brethren. It is a night of terrific’ dark 
nefs; ftill there are fome feattered rays of light, fome fuccefs, 
and hopes ef more. They call to others to fly to their affik- 
ance: though the enemy has come in like a flood, they are 
determined to lift up a ftandard again him. The whole ifland 
is moved—fome things look encouraging—the iflue is uncer 
tain. 

From this narrative it is evident thefe iflanders are a wicked, 
depraved race of beings. They have revolted once and again; 
they have long rejected the clemency of their fovereign ; they 
have murdered his fon, who was entirely devoted to their good. 
They have deftroyed thoufands and thoufands of the belt men, 
and their beft friends, merely for their attachment to Kreefhna. 

They are alfo wretched and undone. The kindnefs of their 
prince has its bounds. From the beginning he has told them, 
that, after trying the means of perfuafion and compaffion, he is 
determined to put his fevereft laws in execution. Accordingly 
he has appointed a day of trial; he is recording every a@ion of 
each rebel; he has numbered the hours of his patience, after 
which there will be no mercy, no hope. ‘Their fituation calls 
for the pity and the prayers of all good men in all countries. Let 
us daily pray, that he who made them may have mercy on 
them, and reconcile them to duty—give them a fpirit of fubor- 
dination, that they may be faved from the wrath of their prince, 
which they have fo daringly provoked. 
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ON THE STATE OF THE SOUL AFTER DEATH. 
: [Concluded from page 102. } 


3. | I only remains to obferve, that the fouls of the dead do 

exift in a ftate of fenfibility, from death to the general 
refurreStion. This is a natural conclufion from the forego- 
ing particulars. If the foul be diltin& from the body, and if it 
exit after the body is diflolved by death, then we may juilly 
fuppofe, that it is either happy or miferable in its feparate ftate. 
It-is hard-to conceive of a dormant fpirit. Take away all exer- 
cif@ from the foul, and.there is nothing left. . Activity and fen- 
fibility appear to be as effential to the mind, as extenfion and 
folidity to the body. And it is, perhaps, no lefs difficult to 
form an idea of the foul’s exifting totally defitute of fentibility, 
than to form an idea of the body’s exilting totally deftitute of 
dolidity and extention. But, admitting the foul might exilt, af- 
er. fer 
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ter death, in a dormant ftate, yet we have no reafon to think, 
that God would iuffer it to exift in fuch a low and ufelefs con- 
dition. God has made al] things for himiéelf, and efpecially: 
the touls of men, which are moral agents. Thefe he defigned 
fhould be the active or paflive inftruments of promoting his own. 
giory.. Let us tuppofe, that only the fouls of /zints were to lie. 
dvrmant irom death to the refurreciion ; this would be an ir- 
reparable lois both to. themfelves and their Creator. It is gee. 
Neraily maintained, that the world will ftand fix thoufand 
Years at leait, from its firft formation. Now, can we imagine 
that God would fufpend the ufefulnefs and happinefs of departed, 
faints through this long period of time? e delights in the 
love, and homage, and fervice, of faints; and they delight in 

obeying his will, and enjoying his favour. If therefore he fhould 
duiter death to throw them into a ftate of total infenfibility, he — 
would; deprive himfelf of a large revenue of glory, and them of 
a large portion of celeftial happinefs. This conftrains us ta 
adopt ihe fentiment of the Aflembly of Divines, that the fouls of 
believers are at their. death made perfect in holinefs, and do 
immediately pais into glory, while their bodies do reft in their 
graves until the refurrection. But we have no occation for con- 
je@ures on this fubject, which the fcripture places, in a clear and 
intelligible light. Many of the texts, which have been adduced 
to prove; the exiftence of the foul in the intermediate ftate, equal- 
ly proves its happinefs or mifery in that fate. The foul of the 
_rich.man is reprefented as being in a ftate of torment, while the 
foul of Lazarus is in a ftate of the higheft enjoyment. Judasis 
reprefented as being gone to his own place, which Chrift affures 
us is a place of perdition. The penitent thief and the devout 
Stephen are reprefented as pafling from the pains of death to 
the prefence and enjoyment of Chrift m parade. ‘The appear- 
ance of Mofes and Elias, on the mount of transfiguration, is an 
infallible evidence of their happy exiftence fince they left the. 
world. The apoftle John tells us that he had a vifion of the 
martyrs in the kingdom of glory, “who cried with a loud 
voice, faying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, doft thou not 
judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth ?” 
his is a plain though figurative reprefentation of the knowledge. 
and fenfibility of departed fpirits. ‘Fhe apoftle Paul fpeaks of 
the ancient patriarchs “as inheriting the promifes, andvas the 
fpirits of juft men made perfed in heaven.” But what hedays 
of himfelt affords the moft conclufive evidence that he expected 
to be happy immediately after death. This is plainly implied 
in what he fays to the faints at Corinth, with whom he includes 
himfelf : « For we know that if our earthly houfe of this taber- 
nacle were diflolved, we, have a building of God, an houfe nat 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this we groan 
; earneftly, 
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earneftly, defiring to be clothed upon with our houfe which is 
from heaven; if fo be that being clothed we thall not be found 
naked, For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being bur- 
dened: not for that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, 
that mortality might be fwallowed up of life. Now he that hath 
wrought us for the felfsame thing is God, who alfo hath given 
unto us the earneft of the Spirit, Therefore we are always confi- 
dent, knowing that whilff we are at home in the body, we are abjent 
from the Lord. We are confident, { fay, and willing rather to be 
abfent from the body, and to be prefent with the Lord.” To the 
Philippians he exprefles the fame opinion and expectation in 
much ftronger terms ; “* For me to live is Chrift, and to die is 
gain, 1am in a ftrait betwixt two, having a defire to depart, and 
to be with Chrift, which is far detier : nevertheleis, to abide in the 
fiefh is more needful for you.” ‘This ardent defire of the apof- 
tle to leave the world was totally inconfiftent with his beliey- 
ing that his foul would fleep from death to the refurredion. 
or it would have been far better for himfelf, as well as for the 
Philippians, to have lived, than to have died and funk into a 
ftate of total infenfibility and ufeleffnefs.. But if he believed, 
that, fo foon as he vetted from his labours, his works would fal- 
low him into the world of Jight and love; he had abundant 
reafon to defire, on his own account, to be abfent from his bo- 
dy, and prefent with the Lord, which was far better than any 

lace, or bufinefs, or enjoyment, in this prefent evil world. 

t is as certain, therefore, as his own declaration can make it, 

that he believed departed fpirits are either happy or miferable 
from the diffolution to the refurrection of the body. And if the 
apoftle Paul believed and taught this doétrine, we may reft fa- 
tisfied that it is a real and important truth. 
_ Though enough, perhaps, kas been {aid to eftablith the point 
propofed, yet it may not be impertinent to take notice of two 
or three of the moft plaufible objections which have been urged 
againtt it. 

“One objection is, that the word /oul, or /pirit, does not fignify 
in fcripture any thing really diftin& from the body. Itis 
granted, the icripture fometimes ufes the word /oul, or /pirit, in 
a loofe or figurative fenfe. Sometimes the word means the 
whole perfon, fometimes the life, and fometimes even the body. 
But it is certain, that the feripture moft commonly ufes the 
word, in its {trict and proper fenfe, to fignify the fpiritual part 
of man, in diftin@ion from his material part. We know man is 
compounded of foul and body, and, therefore, it is not ftrange 
that one part fhould fometimes be put for the other, and even 
for the whole of his exiftence. The word /oul is fo generally 
ufed in a fenfe different from the word body, that when we find 
thofe two words in fcripture, as well as in other writings, they 
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naturaily fuggeft different and dire@ly oppofite ideas. And in- 
deed we find maay places in the Bible in which the facred wri- 
ters ufe the word foul, or /pirit, in perfe& contraft with the word 
body. So that the various fenfes, in which the fcripture ufes the 
word foul, or /pirit, afford no real objection againit the effential 
diftincion between the body and foul, and the perception and 
fenfibility of the latter in a feparate tate. 

Another objeG&ion is, that the word death fignifies in fcrip- 
ture not ae the diffolution of the body, but the total extinc- 
tion of the whole man. It is faid, the infpired writers often 
{peak of death as fomething fimilar to fleep, reft, filence, dark- 
nefs, and deftruction ; which impkes that the foul becomes ex- 
tinct,.or totally infenfible, after death. Thefe metaphorical re- 
prefentations of death are deligned to denote the vifible effects of 
it, in relation to the prefent ftate. Death does fhut the eyes, 
clofe the ears, and filence the tongue, of the deceafed. Death 
does lay the body at reft, and reduce it to duft or deftruction. 
And death does probably put the foul beyond the knowledge of 
all the affairs and concerns of this world. Hence there appears 
to. be a propricty in Chrift’s faying of Lazarus after he died, 
“* Tie fleepeth ;” in David’s faying when a man dies, “ In that 
day all his thoughts perifh ;” aud in Solomon’s faying, “ There 
is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wifdom, in the grave.” 
zis the effets of death in relation to this world are the moft vifi- 
ble and aileGing to the living, it is not ftrange that the facred 
writers fhould fo often reprefent itunder its moft ftriking and 
awiul appearances. . But nothing can be reafonably inferred 
from this, againit the, word death’s fignifying, in its moft {tri& 
znd proper fenfe, the feparation of the foul from the body, and 
its immediate tranfition out_of time into eternity. 

-Thedah obje@ion to be confidered is, that the fcripture re- 
preients.good and bad men as being rewarded or punifhed ac- 
cording to their works, not at the day of their deceafe, but at 
the day of judgment; which feems to militate againf{. the no- 
tion, that their fouls do at death immediately pafs into happi- 
nefS or mifery.. There is but little weight in this objection. 
We know that good and bad angels are to appear before the 
judgment feat of Chrift, and that they will exift in a ftate of 
happineis and mifery until that greatday. Why then may not 


the fouls of good and bad men exift in the fame fate of happi- 


nefs and milery during the fame time? It is perfectly confilt- 
ent with the defign of the day of judgment, that the fouls of 
men fhould be happy or,.miferable unul, that folemn and deci- 
five day arrives. And fince all the happinefs of the righteous, 
2n6.Al the mitery ef the wicked, in the intermediate ftates, will - 


be as nothing in ‘comparifon with the folemnities and confe- 


quences of the day of fudgment, there is a great propriety jn 
| calling 




















1803.] S-)f-Examination. 143 


calling that the Great Day, as compr @ abjorbing 
to look for- 


all other days; and in dire€ting good an@ bad 
ward to that day, rather than to any ofhg, for their full and 


final reward. PHILONOUS. 
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SELF-EXAMINATION. 


1. J F I fear God merely becaufe he is infinitely great, and 
I able to deftroy me forever, my fear is fervile, and 1 am 

afinner. But if I fear him becaufe I really love his perfe&tions 

and honour, is not my fear filial, and am 1 not a Chriftian? 

2. If I love Chrift merely for the fake of his benefits, or my 
own happinefs, I ama finner. But, if I love him becaufe he 
is God, and becaule he came into the world to glorify God, in 
the falvation of man, am I not his difciple ? 

3. If [ attend religious duties merely to efcape puntfhment, 
and to filence the complaints cf a guilty confcience, am I not 2 
hypocrite? Butif I love communion with God, and defire to 
devote myfeli to his will, am I not one of his children ? 

4. If I maintain a fplendid table, and feed and clothe many 
poor perfons, merely to be efteemed a kind, generous man, I am 
no more thana covetous finner. But if I give a cent, or a cup of 
cold water, in the name of Chrift, becaufe I love his caufe fu- 
premely, am I not his friend ? 

5- If 1 mourn and forrow merely becaufe I am expofed to 
God’s wrath and curfe, lam a finner. But if [ really mourn 
and-weep becaufe [ have dithonoured Chrift, and gricved one 
of the leaft of his lambs, by not walking uprightly, am I not a 
Cariftian? 

6. If I defire to live for the fake of the riches, honours and 
pleafures of this world merely, lama finner. But if willing to 
meet profperity or adverfity, life or death, for the fake of ho- 
nouring God, am I not one of the chofen number ? 

9. If my laft thoughts before fleeping, and my firft thoughts 
after waking, are employed about temporal things merely, have 
{ not reafon to fear the teflimony of the morning and evening ? 
But if I am in the habit of fweetly contemplating divine things, 
when I clofe my eyes at night, and open them in the morn- 
ing, may I not hope that Iam the child of God? 

8. If I read the Bible, and obferve the Sabbath, from cuf- 
tom only, Iam a finner. But if I confult the word of God, 
and obferve the regulations of the Sabbath, becaufe | find my 
chief delight in divine things, may I not hope that my heart is 
renewed ? 

g. If {can behold the rich difplays of God’s goodnefs, morn- 
ing and evening, deftitute of the emotions of gratitude, 1 am - 
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wicked creature. «But if thefe glorious manifeftations of divine 
excellency make me thou and humble, and raife my foul to 
God, am I not a Chriftian? : 

ro. If lam influenced by felfifh motives in what I do, I am 
z finner. But if I am influenced by the honour of God, and 
the good of fouls, in my actions, am | not the follower of Chrift ? 
Yes: and the Lord give me grace to acknowledge him in all 
my ways, and he will dire& my paths. 

Qusflion. 1s felf-examination the firft or the laf duty of any 
unrenewed finner ? 

An anfwer is defired by the writer, from fome car did inquirer 
after truth. THEOPHILUS. 


CONCERNING THE DUTY OF A CHURCH TO 
CENSURE LTS MEMBERS FOR THE SIN 
OF HERESY. 
A HOUGH critics may difagree refpecting the etymology 
of the word herefy, yet there is no occafion for fettling this 








, point in the prefent difquifitions It muft be allowed on all 


hands, that itis commonly ufed to fignify any religious fenti- 
ment which is fuppofed to be repugnant to any important or 


- effential do@rine of the gofpel. And as all denomimations of 


Chriftians bave a larger or fmaller catalogue of fumdamental 
articles of faith ; fo they all have occafion to ufe the term here- 
fy, and to ufe it in the fame fenfe,.to denote fuch religious opi- 
nions as they deem inconfiftent with the firft principles of Chrifs 
tianity. Though fome men may ufe the word more freely, and 
others more fparingly, yet all ufe it in a bad fenfe, to denote 
fomething which they difapprove and condemn. No perfon 
eonfiders what he calls herefy as a beauty, but as a blemifh. 
Some, perhaps, would not choofe to call herefy a moral evil, be- 
eaufe they confider all errors as flowing from a defect. in the 
underftanding, rather than from any finful exercife of the heart. 
But it is the general opinion of Chriftians, that great, effential, 
fundamental errors in religiom are the fruit of an unchriftian 
fpirit. There is, however, a diverfity of opinion refpecting the 
degree of criminality in thofe who embrace heretical fentiments. 
Many fuppofe, that, notwithftanding the heart muft be more or 
lefs concerned in embracing falfe religious fentiments, yet there 
ts a wide difference between-the criminality of error, and the 
criminality of open vice, or immorality. And, though they 
allow that profeffors of religion may and ought to be cenfured 
for overt atts of wickednefs, in tranfgreffing the rules of the gof- 
pel, yet they cannot allow that they may or ought to be cen- 
fured merely for maintaining and propagating corrupt fentt- 
Ments in religion... It is therefore a very important practical 

queftion, 
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‘quettion, ane a church of Chrift ought to cenfure its mem- 
‘bers merely for the fin of herefy. it requires a large meafure 
of candour, to fpeak, or write, or read, upon this fubje@, with 
propriety and advantage, becaufe every perfon feels, in the 
view of it, that he is liable to be deemed or treated as an heretic 
by every one who differs from him in any important articles 
‘of faith. There is mo room to. doubt, however, but the fol- 
lowing obfervations will be read with as mich impartiality, at 
leaft, as the writer difcovers. : 

It clearly appears from fcripture, that herefy is a cehfurable 
evil. The Apoftle, in his épiftle to Titus, exprefsly requires an 
heretic to be calt out of the church: “ A man that is an here- 
‘tic, after the firft and fecond admonition, reject ; ; knowing that 
he that is fuch is fubverted; and finneth, being condemned of 
himfelf”’ _ According to this defcription. of an heretic, he is 
‘one who avows his errors, and the church have nothing to do 
but to ufe proper means to convince and reclaim him ; and, in 
cafe he remains incorrigible, | to calt him out as unworthy of 
their communion. Inthe fixteenth of Romans the Appoftle di- 
ye@s the church to mark and avoid its erroneous members : 
‘© Now I befeech you, brethren, maré them which caufe divi- 
fions and offences contrary to the dodrine which ye have learned, 
‘and avoid them. For they that are fuch ferve not our Lord Je- 
fus Chritt, but their own belly; and dy good words and fair 
foes! bes deécive the hearts of the fimple.” ‘There can hardly be a 
doubt but that thefe perfons caufed divifions and offences, by 
holding and propagating unfcriptural doctrines, and that the 
church was dire to excommunicate them for their herefy. 
The Apoftle gives'@ fimilar direétion to the church of Galatia: 
“ There be fome that trouble you, and would ‘pervert the gof- 
pel of Chrift.” Such furely were heretics. But fays he, 
«Though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gof- 
pel unto you, than that we have preached, let him be accuried. 
Ass we faid before, fo fay I now again, if any man preach any 
‘other gofpel unto you than that ye have received, let him be 
accurfed. » This word fignifies the fame as anathema, 
which was the fecond degree of excommunication among the 
‘Jews; and if it be to be taken in this fenfe here, then the Apof- 
tle expreisty commands the Galatians to excommunicate here- 
tics. Or if accuried refers to God, it will amount to the fame 
thing ; for fuch as juftly fall under the curfe of God ought to 
fall under the cena of the church, But the Apoiile fixes 
the fenfe of this paflage by another in the fame epiltle, in which 
he evidently fpeaks of the fame perfons, who corrupted and 
troubled the fame fociety of Chriftians: ‘ A little leaven lea- 
yeneth the whole lump. I would that they were cut of that 
trouble you.” By cutting off thefe-perfons, he cannot mean 
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any thing lefs than excommunicating them for their herefy: 
The benevolent and catholic apoftle John forbids believers 
having» any intercourfe with heretics: “If there come any 
unto you, and bring not this doctrine,” meaning the doctrine 


-of the gofpel, “receive him not into your houie, neither bid 


him God fpeed. For he that biddeth hima God {peed is partaker 
of his evil deeds.”” If an heretic may not be admitted into 2 
private houfe, much lefs into the church of Chrift; and if he 
may not be admitted into the church, furely he may not be fuf= 
fered to coittinue tlicre, if he already belongs to it. “ Nei- 
ther bid him God fpeed 3” which prohibits a common token of 
Chriftian charity, and which Chriftians were wont to deny here- 
tics. It is faid, this Apoftle once meeting Cerinthus the here- 
tic at the bath, retired infantly, on his account, without bath- 
ing. And Polycarp treated Marcion, another heretic, in a 
fimilar manner. Thefe mftances are a practical explanation of 
the apoftolic precepts concerning the treatment of thofe who 
imbibe and propagate dangerous errors. But the conduct of 
Paul deferves {till greater regard. He writes to Timothy, that 
** fome had, put away faith and a good confcience, and made 
fhipwreck of the faith:’? He then mentions, two in particular, 
Tiymeneus aiid Alexander ; “* whom,” {ays he, “ J have delivered 
unto Satan, that they may learn not to blafpheme.”’ ‘This carries the 
torce of a divine precept, fo excommunicate heretics. In this 
connexion we ought to confider the practice of the Chriftian 
church from the days of the apoftles to the prefent ume. And 
we find that all denominations of Chriftians have been as ftri& 
im difciplining men for herefy, as for opensand grofs immo- 
rality. Candour requires us to believe, Tih ou the Chrif- 
tian church have often miftaken orthodoxy for herefy, yet they 
have founded their»practice, in cenfuring fuppofed heretics, up- 
on what they confidered the true fenfe of f{cripture. So_ that 
the long and uninterrupted practice of the church clearly 
proves, that they have believed herefy to be a cenfurable evil. 
And it is certainly ftrange that Chriitians.in general, who have 
differed in fo many points, fhould agree in this, unlefs the {crip- 
tures plainly teach that profeflors oF religion ought to be dif- 
ciplined for unchriftian fentiments, as well as for unchriftian 
condu&. And here it is very proper to obferve, that it is a 
dictate of reafon, as well as of feripture, that herefy is not lefs 
cenfurabie than immorality. All the good ends are to be an- 
fwered by cenfuring the profeffors of religion for herefy, as by 
cenfuring them for open impiety. _If the purity of the church 
is promoted by cafting out the impure and immoral, the fame 
good purpofe is anfwered by excommunicating the grofsly erro- 
neous. For thofe who.teach loofe fentiments may “0 as much 


to corrupta church as thofe who are loofe in their practice. A 
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man who profanes the fabbath may corrupt a few; but 2 man 
who denies the fabbath may corrupt multitudes. The purity of 
the church, therefore, may be more promoted by cenfuring a 
member for denying the fabbath to be holy time, than by cen- 
furing a member for profaning that holy day. If the good of 
the offender be regarded as another end of difcipline, this may 
be obtained by cenfuring an heretic, as well as by cenfuring an 
immoral perfon. As the immoral man is to be cenfured, that 
his foul may be faved in the day of the Lord Jefus, fo the here- 
tic is to be delivered over to the father of error, that he may 
ceafe to wreft the feriptures to his own and others’ deftruc- 
tion. If it be the ultimate end of church difcipline to promote 
tlie glory of God, this important defign may be as fully anfwer- 
éd by cenfuring men for deftruétive errors, as for deftruétive 
practices. There is no other way in which the church can ex- 
prefs fo much concern for the divme glory, as m_ cenfuring its 
members for injuries immediately done to God; In a word, 
every argument which will prove that a church ought to ceniure 
one man for immorality, will equally prove that they onght to 
cenfure another for herefy. [ Yo be-continued.| ~ 





Ss 


LETTERS ON SOLITARY DEVOTION, 
From Pascau to Juuia. 


LETTER I. 





My pEAR 


HE duty of devotion, as comprehending.a feries of acts 
through the courfe of life, may properly enough be con- 
fidered as comprehending meditation and reading the word of 
God, But as prayer is the leading part, and was what, as I 
fuppofe, your reguelt chiefly refpected, you will underftand me 
as having this principally in view. 
Prayer, as a general duty, is undoubtedly a diate of natural 


religion. I mean, reafon, independent of that obligation which. 


refults from any revealed precepts, naturally leads us in this 
manner to exprefs our feelings and wants to that uncreated Be- 
ing on whom we feel ourfelves to be entirely dependent. Our 
weaknefles and diftrefles, and a conviétion, which it is diffi- 
cult to wear out of our minds, that there is a God, that he 
is good, that he is able and inclined to help us, and that no other 
being in the univerfe can, create a kind of neceflity for us often 
to have*reeourfe to this duty. All religions, even the groffeft 
kinds of polytheifm,; adopt it. Atheiits alone confiftently re- 
je it. On the fuppofition that there is no God, it is indeed an 
abfurdity; buton the fuppofition that there is, it is a duty with 
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which reafon and confcience will not permit us entirely to dife 
penie. An affectionate, dutiful heart as naturally reforts to 

rayer, as the infant clings to the bofom of its mother, as the 
Eholax afks inftruction from his beloved teacher, and as the 
miferable, pennylefs, perifhing ftranger afks alms of the affluent. 
We find ‘it wrought into the poetic defcriptions of antiquity. 

omer and Virgil have occafionally reprefented their heroes, 
and chief perfonages, as in the attitude of prayer. David, the 
great poet of Ifrael, abounds in prayer. Our modern Milton 
has carefully elevated.the charaéters of Adam and Eve, by’ 
making their primitive innocence, and fubfequent repentance, 
exprefs themfelves in a devotional ftrain. “You remember, for I 
recolle@ your attachment to the poem of. Paradife’ Loft, ‘the 
following beautiful lines, expreffing an evening prayer of Adam, 
attended by Eve, while yet happy in their innocence: ~ i 


“ Thus at their foady lodge arriv’d, both food, ; 
“¢ Both turn’d, and under open fky adar’d - 
“ The God that made both Sey, air, earth and heavens 
“© Which they bebeld, the moon’s refplendent globe, 
“ And flarry pole: Thou alfo mad’ft the night, 
“ Maker Omnipotent : ! and thou the day, ~~ 
“ Which we, in our appointed work employ? & “ 
* Have finifh’d, happy in our mutual help, 
“ And mutual love, the crown of all our bli [ty 
“* Ordain’ d by thee, and this delicious plate, 
» * For us too large, where thy hlnsidaitt wants 
“ Partakers, and uncropt fails ta the gr 
“ But thou haft promis’d, from us two, ate 
“ To fil the earth, who Soall with us extol 
“< Thy goodne/s infinite, borh when we wake, 
And when we feek, as now, thy gift of flep.” 


And afterwards, defcribi ing their repentance :— 


& So fake our father, penitent, nor Love 

“ Felt lefs remorfe 5 3: they forthwith to the place 
* Repairing, where he judg’d them, profrate fell. 
<< Before him, reverent, and both a 3 He 
ode umbly their faults, and pardon beg’d, with tears 
“< OW, atering the ground, and with their Sighs the air 
“FP reg: wenting, fent from hearts contrite, in Jfign 


“ Of jarrow “unfeign’ d, and humiliation meck.”” 


Prayer i is more clearly enjoined, ‘both by precept and. exam. 
ple, in the holy feriptures. ‘It is impoflible to read the ferip: 
tures with an impartial mind, and not adopt the conclufion, 
that ali the holy men, whofe characters are there brought intd 
view, ‘were men of prayer. The devotional addreffes of the 
patriarchs, of Mofes, Samuel, Jeremiah, David, and Daniel, 


prove ’ 
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prove undeniably their habitual intercourfe with God in exer- 
tifes of this nature’ Almoft the firft aét, in which we find 
Paul engaged aftcr his convertion, is folitary prayer. It is 
mentioned emphatically, “ Behold he prayeth.” We find Peter 
engaged in the fame exercife, and under circumftances whicis 
ftrongly indicate its frequency. ‘The more perfect example of 
our Redeemer ‘is an example of feeling and habitual devotion, 
We find him repeatedly engaged both in focial and folitary 
prayer. At the fame time we are to fuppofe, that but a very 
imall proportion of the acts of his life are recorded in the gof- 
pels. They were written with a defign to furnifh a hiftoric 
tketch of ‘the moft material tranfactions of his public miniftry. 
In fo fuccin& a view, of fo adtive a life, a thoufand occurrences 
. muft be fuppofed which are not noticed. ‘In that interceilory 
prayer of his which is put down in the 17th chapter of John, 
affd which [ dare fay you have read many times with tears, 
there is fuch a ftrain of holy familiarity with his Father, fuch 
tinparalleled fweetnefs of filial love and confidence, that one 
would think, no man could read it without longing to {pend 
every breath in this exercife. . 

The exprefs manner in which our-Lord has inculcated folita- 
ry prayer, engagednefs, frequency, and perieverence in prayer, 
is certainly fo familiar to you, that I fhould be ufelefsly em- 
ployed in multiplying quotations of this nature. Of one place, 
however, I cannot avoid reminding you, and beg you always 
to keep it in remembrance, becaufe it is fo perfeétly to this 
point. It is in the 6th chapter of Matthew, 6th verfe: “ But 
thon, when thou" #ifayeft, enter into thy clofet, and when thou 
haft hut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in fecret, and 
thy Father, which feeth in fecret, fhall reward thee openly.” 
Secret prayer is here exprefsly enjoined by our Beft Friend. Can 
‘we live in the neglect of it, and yet fancy we love him ? 

The moment I were convinced, my dear Julia, that you, or 
the belt triend I have on earth, lived habitually in the neglect 
of fecret prayer; that moment I fhould think all claim to 
Chriftian confiderice was forfeited. I could no longer look on 
you as the dear fellow difciple, but as the defpifer, of my Lord? 
Punétuality, refolution and perfeverance in prayer are inculcat- 
ed in thatmemorable parable, given on purpofe, recorded in the 
17th of Luke, at the beginning. ‘The epiftles of Paul abound 
fo much, not only in urging an habitual devotion as the cur- 
rent of pious affection, but in undifguifed atteftations of its be- 
ing wrought into his own life, that it feems impoflible any one 
fhould imagine himfelf poffefled of the holy temper, who neg- 
Jects this portion of Chriftian duty. There is fcarcely any point 
which Paul urges more ftrenuoufly. ‘ Continue,” fays he, 
infant in prayer :—Pray always:—Pray without ceafing :— 
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Praying always, with all prayer, and fupplication in the fpirit, 
and watching thereunto with all perfeverance :—In all things, 
by prayer and jupplication, with thankigiving, make known 
your wants and requefts unto God.” 

The impreflion you now feel may feem to render all fuch 
proof of the duty fuperfluous. Yet it may not be wholly fo. 
Your mountain may not always. ftand as {trong as it appears to 
ftand at prefent. There is danger that this conviction may in 
fome degree he obliterated from your mind. A fenfe of duty 
may be more loft to you. I muft beg of you, therefore, not to 
indulge the thought, that you have as deep and as abiding an 
impreffion of your obligation in this article as you need. You 
are ftill the fubje@ of much {piritual weaknefs. Review, my 
dear fifier, agaim and again, the abundant fcriptural evidence — 
which, all over the Bible, offers itfelf of this indifpenfable duty, 

My moments of leifure juft at this time are few, and occafion- 
al. I muit therefore take leave again, with aflurances of my 
moift affecionate regard, &c. : 1. : 











DYING EXERCISES OF A LADY. 





For the Maffachufetts Miffionary Magazine. 


Messrs, Epirors, 


SHOULD you judge the following narrative worthy to be 
communicated, pleafe to give ita placegim your Magazine. 
It is founded in truth, though for certain’reafons it is given 
under fictitious names, PAMELA. 


ARIA was married to 2 gentleman of property, bleffed 

with a number of friends, whom the juitly heid in high 
efiimation. Having been too inattentive to the fervice of God, 
and the perufal of the facred writings, {he eafily embraced the be- 
lief that all would be faved. She had not long enjoyed the 
fweets of domettic life before fhe experienced an affecting change 
in her circumftances. She was fuddenly feized with a com- 
plaint which threatened diilolution. Her diforder was fo vio- 
lent as at certain times to weaken, and even to derange;hier mental 
powers. It pleafed God after afhort time fo far to abate its 
force as caufed her to enjoy her.reafon in a more clear, uninter- 
rupted manner, One of her friends, who felt a concern for the 
welfare of her foul, as well as for. the health of her body, hav- 
ing called to fee her, kindly inquired of her what was the ftate 
of her mind, and on what her hopes for futurity were placed. 
Maria informed her the confidered it unkind to diftrefs her at 
fuch a time.. You know (added fhe) Ihave donemy duty fe. 


far 
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far as I have known it; and have not injured any one. Her 
friend informed her we thould depend for our acceptance with 
God on the righteoufnefs of the great Redeemer. This fo great- 
ty diftreffled the mind of Maria that fhe requefted her friend to 
leave her. This requeft was complied with. But the abfence 
of her friend did not give her peace. The mind of Maria was 
much agitated through the night. The next day fhe requefted an 
interview with her friend. She informed her fhe was then convin- 
ced of her fad, her perifling ftate as a finner, and wifhed to cak 
herfelf, as a. penitént offender, on the mercy of God through 
Chrift.. After this fhe manifefted a great change in her views, 
and in the exercifes of her mind. She exprefled a great eiteern 
for thofe who the ae were Chritians. Ske was very 
grateful to the mintlter who occafionally prayed with her. 
She defired her child might be enjoimed to read the Bible. Soa 
imprefled was her mind with the error of her former opinions; 
and the danger of cherifhing them, that fhe left a particular 
meffage to a dear friend who was abfent refpecting the danger 
of the doctrine of univerfal falvation, which her friend believed. 
After continuing a fhort time, fhe died with calmnefs and re- 
fignation, leaving her confort and her other connexions the 
confoling hope, that their lofs was her gain. 

Let the above recital encourage Chriftians in converfing 
with others in feafons of ficknefs and adverfity. Let not the 
fear of man, which fo often bringeth a fnare, prevent them on 
fuch occafions from fuggefting fuch thoughts as relate to the 
great concerns of the ioul, to the way of falvation througl 
Chrift. Should they be the means of faving a foul from death, 
and of adding on€'to the number of the bleffed on high, how 
Breat their joy how richly compenfated for what they may 
have done! 

Aiming at brevity, many obfervations which the above fug- 
gefted will be omitted, That fome may; by a divine blef- 
ling, be benefited by having this made public, is the hearty de- 
fire of a friend to your Magazine. 
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ANECDOTE OF A FERRYMAN. 





To the Editors of the Maffachufetts Miffonary Magazine. 
GENTLEMEN, x 
THE foilowing Anecdote was received from a very authen- 
tic fource, and is offered for Your ufe, by an ardent friend te 
he important publication in which you are engaged. 


\ URING the fummer of 1799 the Rev. Mr. G. was em- 
ployed as a gofpel miffionary in the Geneilee ean 
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He had éecafion | otie day to ¢rof$ a ferry, which was kept by a 
tian of immoral charatter, infidel fentimients, and infolent man- 
ners. The boat being wet, and Mr. G.’s foot flipping 7 as he at- 
temipted to ftep into it, he narrowly efcaped tal ling. . With 
perfons of cominoii deceiicy, his hoary-head, his venerable ap- 
pearance and facred profeition would have fecured him from 
any infiilting temark: ‘I'o this fecurity his excellent character, 
if known, would Kave contributed much. But the impudent 
ferryman, Whether he had before heard of Mr. G. or not, feized 
with avidit ty {uch an oppottunity of making himfelf merry ata 
clergyman’s expenfe. Well, old man,” faid he, “if you had 


takeri one glais more where you {topped juft now, it would have 
hiid you pon your back.” The wo pileager made no re- 
ply, but,, of recovering himfelf, Repped into the boat with a 


Jolemi countenance, which iaid, as plainly as it could, “ Anfwer not 
» fool according to his folly, left thou be like uiifo him. ”» By 
fuch meekilefs and wifdom the ferrymaii perceived his infolence 
difarmied, and immediately ditered the flyle of his addrefs. 
Having known Mir. G.’s clerical profefl lion by his clothing, if 
not otherwife, and probably awate that his own charatter muft 
Rive b becit undetitood ftom report, he began a converfation 
about the Chriftian teligion, in thé following manner: “ When 
young men of your cloth, fir, come along, We attack them with 
ridicule, and endeavour to ldugh them out of their religion. 
But it is to be fuppofed, om ¢ your age, that you are fixed in 
our fentiments. As you ate a miniftet, I fhould like to con- 
verfe ferioufly with ou § fot, if the Bible be true, “Which I do 
not believe, T fhould Be glad to Enow it. . Once_1 believed 
in it ds much as any body; for my father and mother edu- 
cated mie¢ fuperititioufly enough: But when I came to think 
for myfelf I.dicarded it altogether. Now | am rid of all 
my ¢hildi(h fears, I enjoy myfelf better than ever in my life 
before, and fleep as quietly as any body. I find my felf con: 
fidered Gf tuiclt more confequence in the neighbourhood 
than formerly: I have, perfiaded miany into my way of 
thinking ; and im cre great frolic | am the man to take 
the lead: There can be. no truth in Chriftianity, or elfé I 
fhould not enjoy myfelf fo well.” He concluded this dar- 
ing account of his ‘deiftieal ftate of mind by fome.remarks 
on the benevolence of the Deity; and the arbitratmeds, ar- 
tiality and cruelty which he thought Chriftians aicribed. © 
tim. + 
Mr. G. then convérfed with Bim as folemnly as he could ; 
telling him that fuch joy mult be tranfitory, and that he 
might, not expect.to lie very. quietly.on his dying pillow. 
He difplayed. fpeculative difficulties in the infidel f yftern 
to the furprife of his antagonii; and, when they y dd 
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crofled the river, left him, with this advice: You profefs 
to believe in the benevolence of God, and Chrift fays, ‘ My 
do@rine is not mine, but his that fent me: if any man will 
‘do his will, he fhall know of the doétrine, whether it be of 
‘God, or whether I fpeak of myfelf.’ Jf, then, you really 
with, as you declare, to know the truth, you will humbly, 
fairly and fully inquire after it, praying heartily to a bene- 
volent ‘God, ‘that he will affift you to fee things in their jut 
light. Adopt this method, and, 1 doubt not, you ‘will find 
that the Bible is‘a divine revelation? — 

_ Not many months afterwards Mr. G. returned 5. and, hear- 
ing that the ferrymfap was fick and in diitrefs, he went to 
fee him. He fonm-iim glad then to fee a minifter of 
Chrift, and not a little affected, that one whom he had with- 
out provocation infulted would condefcend to vifit him in his 
trouble, although uninvited. “ Your words; Mr. G. I have 
found to be true,” faid he; “my paft conduct now gives me 
imexpreffible remorfe; and I fear there can be no mercy for 
fuch a finner. ‘The providence of God refpecting me has been 
very remarkable. © In the midft of my infidelity and wickednefs, 
-] hada wife uncommonly pious and exemplary, who was con- 
tinually reproving and warning me. I was lately taken vio- 
tently: fick with:a fever, when fhe became more ‘concerned 
than ever for*my foul, prayed with me and for me in 4 
very moving manner, and begged earneftly of God that he 
would {pare my life, even at the expenfe of her own, ex- 
prefling her affurance that I fhiould be lof if I died as I 
was that death was no terror to her, and that fhe fhould 
rejoice to die in my ftead. Her. prayer,” he added, “ hag 
been granted: my fever foon took a favourable turn, my 
wife was taken fick of the fame diforder, and fhe is now 
among the dead.” At this time he refufed all confolation ; 
but Mr. G: had afterwards the fatisfaction of feeing this 
very man rejoicing in the grace of God, and the hope of 
the gofpel. : 


Let infidels bow to the power se trith ; let convinced, 
defpairing finners be encouraged to caft themfelves upone © 


infinite mercy; let believers recolle& with gratitude what has 
been done for them}; and let Chriftian relatives and com- 
panions realize how much they may do, under the blefling 
of Heaven, for the fanéification and falvation of perifhing 
~ $mmertals, united to them by the tendereft bonds of nature, 
and placed moft immediately. within the reach of their in- 
fluence. 


Wo. I. U BREACH 
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BREACH OF THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT 
| PUNISHED. 
To the Editors of the Mf Miff.. Magazine. 
GrnTLEMEN, 


IT is of importance that the mind be imprefled with the moral 
government of God. That. the following narrative, abridg- 


ed from the life of Mr. John Welty has fuch a tendency; is the 


opinion of EUSEBIUS. 
HEN Mr. John Wefley was fix of age his father’s 
hhoufe was burned, and he was | from the chamber 


window while his room was in flame. ‘The family:were difperf- 
ed among their friends ; John was»received into the houft of a 
neighbouting-clergyman, where he continued a year. He loved 
the family as he did his own. Mr.:Hume had four! fons and 
ene daughter. Three of the fons’ were educated at Oxford, 
and became preachers; the other fettled in Africa in the Gui- 
nea trade. After Mr. Wefley’s return from Georgia, he re 
ceived a letter to ferve the church of one Mr. Hume, deceafed. 

Mr. Wefley, inquiring whether it were his former benefactor, 
received the following account of the family: “ About nine 
months -fince,”’ faid his informer, “ Mr. Hume rode out, and 
‘watering his horfe at a deep pond, the beaft» plunged, Mr. 

Hume was wetted, caught a cold, which produced a fever, of 
which he died." The patron of the living, withing to continue 
it im ‘the-family, offered ‘it to the eldeft fon.. The parfonage 
houie was. juit finifhed; the fon took poffefion before the walls 
were drys the dampnefs occafioned -his fpeedy death. The 
fecond fon’was then prefented, and died in a few weeks. The 
third fon fet off from Oxford to receive the prefentation; on 
his way fell in love with the daughter of his hoft, made propo- 
fals, and in afew days returned, and was married. In fix 
weeks the lady was bro to bed, and Mr. Hume foon Wied 
with grief.. Ina few daysiiews was received that the fon in Afri- 
ca had died on-his paflage home. Mrs. Hume, finking under the 
weight of fuch diftrefles, foon died of a broken heart. A fhort 
time after, the daughter, the laft-of the family, ordered her fer- 
vant to bring her a {poonful of julep; the fervant, miftaking 

the bottle, brought her a fpoonful of laudanum ; 3 the fell i ‘ 
fleep, and never woke.” ~~ 

This awful narrative made Mr. Wefley recollect a cemisbatile 

obfervation of his mother’s fome years ‘atin: He had been. 
commending the family in very ftrong terms. “ John,” replied 
Mrs. Weiley, “depend upon it that family will come to an um. 


timely end.” With furprife Mr. Wefley .atked, “« Madam, Ro 
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do you fpeak fo fevérely of this lévely family ?”’ “ John,” faid 
fhe, “ 1 will tell you why: I have obferved in the courfe of my 
life that where perfons have groisly vielated the fifth command- 
Tmaent, and afterwards have been brought to the fear of God, the 
Lord has reverfed the promife, and punifhed them with tempo. 
ral death. Mr. Hume and his family lie under this cenfure. I 
remember the time when his mother lived under his roof. - He 
ufed her cruelly. He grudged her every bit of meat fhe put in 
her mouth ; the whole family had his. fpirit. Depend upon it 
God will remember thempfor this,” 


A UDENT CHOICE. 

We J. S..a young man, embraced the gofpel, and 

made an open profeifion of. it, his father, not a little of< 
fended at his conduct, gave him this /age advice: “ James, 
you fhould fr? get yourfelf eftablifhed in a good trade, and 
- then think of, and determine about, religion.” Father,” res 
plied James, “ Chrift advifes, me very differently. He fays, 
© Seek Arf the kingdom of heaven, and the righteoufnefs there- 
of, and all thefe things fhalk be added unto you.”——-How ma- 
ny fathers differ from Jefus Chrift in their judgment about re« 
ligion and its importance | He fays, fr, but many fay, laft: 
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A WORD IN SEASON. 
PIOUS young gertleman was travelling in company with. 
a lady, who chofe to introduce, as the pleafing topic of con- 
verfation, the advantages and the exquifite pleafures which thea- 
trical entertainments. afforded her. After fhe had for fome time 
expatiated upon the fubjeét; with great fluency, the gentle- 
man accofted her to this effect : Madam, you have enumerated 
many of the advantages, and pleafures you receive from theatri- 
cal entertainments; but one material thing has efcaped you. 
Pray, Sir, replied fhe, what is that + is, Madam, faid he, the 
exquifite pleafure that your reflection§ on the theatre will af- 
ford you on a death-bed, and in your departing moments. 
Perhaps a thunder-bolt from heav’n 
Might then have lefs confufion giv'’n. 
The gay young lady felt the fmart, 
we Convidtion feiz’d her avounded heart 
| No more fhe boafts her former joys, 
Religion now her tho’ ts employs. 
falfe pleafures can no more amufe 3- 
Superior blifs fhe now pur fues. 
O happy change! fhe fays, and tells you why > 
Religious joys will laff, when calld to die. &  ~ 
_—— OBITUARY: 
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OBITUARY. 


Mr. J. B. B. 


N: sedi. 26th of April laf, L was called to vifit = 
O Young man in the weft parith of Lynn, by the name of J » 
. Lhad never been acquainted with him be- 
al monn him apparently drawing near his laft change. He. 
had.his reafon, was calm and compofed, and converled free- 
ly. I afked him quettiong, relative to the ftate of his mind, 
which he anfwered in a fenfible, ple 
ner. He faid he was a great finner, and 
and religion while in: health, and that 
many fears that he fhould, be eternally Io 











neglected his foul 
been filled with, 
: but of late thofe 






fears had been removed by views of the infinite fulnefs of the. 


mercy of God through Chrift for all who repented of their fins, 


and believed,in him. This he hoped God had difpofed him to 


do. He faw fuch beauty and glory in Chrift, that he could 
truft-his;foul in his hand; and he felt peace and comfort in be- 
lieving, and was willing to die. His converfation gave me rea- 
fon to hope that he had met with a faving change of heart. 


After addreffing the Throne of Grace on his behalf, I left him; 


not expecting to fee him again alive. He appeared to have a 
sreat defire to do or fay fomething to promote the everlaiting. 


good of his fellow men, and*efpectally the youth. 

In the courfe of the week, he fent for his neighbours, friends, 
and»youthful,companions, and addreiled them in a very per- 
tinent, folemn, affecting manner, upon the great concerns of 
their fouls.. He called upon them to repent, and make their 


peace with God, while young and in health; to take warning. 


by himéelf, and number their days, and apply their hearts to 
true wifdom. it is hoped the dying counfel of this young man 
made impre‘lions, upon fome. of the youth, that will not be ea- 
Hly effaced, but proye the means of their falvation. 

He was much in prayemgand religious converfation through 
the week ; but had fom cet of darknefs, in.one of which 
he looked: upon his aunt, who.ftood by him, and faid, “O aunt! 
what if I hould be deceived ? how dreadful my ftate !”. She 
told him the hoped. he had’true repentance, and would not be 


deceived. But faid he, “ You know a fick-bed repentance is. 


often a poor repentance: I fhall. not have time to prove 

pentance to be fincere, by a holy life.” But. darknefs foon 
nifhed, light fhone into his rates and he {poke of the fulnefs 
and glory of Chrift.. His aunt afked him, if God fhould leave 
it to him to choofe either to get well and tvs, longer 1 in the 
world, or to‘die foon, which he would prefer. He paufed a 
t™moment, and faid, he’ ould choofe to die, that he might be 
with Chrift, who app all glorious and lovely to him. 


He 


g and fatisfactory man-. 
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He requefted that [ might attend his funeral, and preach for 
their fociety the Sabbath after, and addrefs the youth of his ace 
quaintance, and call upon them to remember their Creator, and 
prepare for death, judgment and eternity. On Saturday L 
went, by his defire, to dee him again. Nature appeared to be 
almoft fpent. He had his reafon, and converfed to my 
fatisfaction. He was fenfible that he was about to leay 
world, and appeared perfectly refigned, Never did I heara 
perfon fpeak of dying with fuch perfect compofure, and fuck 
perfect freedom from the terrors of death. His views and fec!- 
ings were not high and extatic, but he appeared to be ina 
{weet, calm, compo refioned, happy frame. He faid he 
had no défire to liv was willing, though in great dif- 
trefs, to wait God’s time: that all this world was emp- 
tinefs and vanity; but he had chofen God and Chrilt for 
his portion, and trufted he was not deceived. He converf- 
ed more or lefs with his friends through the day, and night 
fucceeding, on the things of religion and Jernity, and on Lord’s 
day morning, about 9 o’clock, with an audible voice com- 
mended his immortal fpirit into the hands of God, and 
we hope fweetly fell afleep in Jefus, and afcended to the man- 
fions of eternal glory, where he will be ever with the Lord, ice 
his face, and behold his glory. “ Blefled are the dead which 
die in the Lord from henceforth; yea, faith the Spirit, that 
they may reft from their labours, ahd their works do follow 
them.” 

The condu& of this young man, in his lalt ficknefs, exhibits 
a good example for every Chriftian upon a dying bed. They 
fhould not only live to the glory of God, and to promote the 
good of men, but they fhould die to his glory, and the good*of 
jouls. How can the dying breath of a faint be fpent better 
a in {peaking of the glory of God, recommending a precious 

Chrift, and exhorting all about him to leve and ferve him ? 
The words of a dying friend often fink deep, and make a laft- 
ing impreflion on the heart. The dyimg words and exhorta- 
tions of this young man are a loud call'to the youth to repent 
and feek the Lord while he may be found, to call upon him 
while he is near, by his word, providences, and his grace ; that 
they may die in peace, and be forever bletied. 


JOHN H. STEVENS. 





eham, July 13, 1803. 


The Editors are pleafed with concife narratives of this complexion, 
and hope they will from time to time be communicated. 
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} EXTRACT FROM A SERMON 

i Deiiwered April 18th, 1803, at the Funeral of Mrs. Mary Dana, 
onfort of the Rev. Josten Dana, D. D. Paftor of the South 
burch in Ipfwich ; wha died April 13, in the 53d year of her 
age. From John xi. 11: © Our friend—-—fleepeth.” By Da- 
ret Tappan, D. D. Profeffor of Divinity in Harvard College. 


NOD grant that we may all notice the tender fcene before 
us in the manner now defcribed! The recent engage- 

| ments and fatigue of the fpeaker prevent him from paying that 
i full tribute to his late dear and much refpected Chriftian Sifter, 
which his judgment and heart would have prompted. On re- 
q ceiving the mournful intelligence of hegeieath, the words of our 
‘a text feized his mind, as a compendiows and ftriking defcription 
ii of our departed fricnd. She was, my fellow Chriftians, to the eye 
of charity, the common and ardent friend of us and our 
Matter. The God of nature and grace had eminently tuned 
her foul to the foft harmony of love. Her heart, in an early 
period of life, was hopefully brought to embrace that religion, 
which eminently contfifts in divine love and its amiable effects. 
} This heavenly feed, being thus early fown in fo kind a foil, yield- 
a ed for a long time the matt pleafant fruits, It imprinted on 
| her {pirit and ¢@tmtenance, on her language and deportment, 
the very foul and expreffion of Chriftian piety and goodnefs. 
it convinced, I believe, every perfon of moral difcernment 
H) among her affociates, that fhe had been with Jefus; that fhe had 
Ht caught the devout, lowly, and benevolent {pit of his doétrine 
| andexample. She evidently delighted in the character of God 
i and his Son as difplayed in the Gofpel. She loved the doc- 
i trines of grace, and that inward, humble and prattical godlinefs 
which thefe do@rines promote. Her pious and benevolent 
ardour did not confift and evaporate in dry fpeculation, or in 
rapturous fenfibility. It was a judicious and fteady, a cordial 
and attive principle. it fhed its influence and luftre on her 
common aétions. It made her uniformly good in every relation, 
employment and condition of life. It gave a fpiritual direction 
to her numerous friendfhips. As her warm and open heart form- 
ed her for this refined fpecies of intercourfe, fo her Chrittian 
{pirit induced her early an@ affiduoufly to cherifh a confidential 
intimacy with pious and congemial fouls, efpeciaily ¢ her 
own fex. She earneftly promoted agd attended religious meet- 
ings, compofed of fuch friends. Her epiftolary as well aSver=) 
di, bal correfpondence with a number of thefe Chriftians eminently 
breathed, and tended to promote, the fpirit of religion. She 
greatly affifted and comforted her confort, not only in his tempo- 

ral concerns, and inthe fupport and education of their common 

, family, but in his Chriftian and paftoral profeflion, particularly by 
i ker tender and judicious difcourfe with young women and others 
H ‘. - in 
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in this place, when under ferious impreffions. For fuch dif 
courfe fhe was peculiarly fitted by her difcriminating judgments 
efpecially on religious topics, by her long perfonal acqu: ae 
with the power of godlinefs, and by her intimate conyverfé with 
the Scriptures, and with chofen experimental writers.” In fhort, 
her Chriftian love embraced in a fervent and open manner all 
the friends of Chrift, efpecially his pious minifters, Many ot 
thefe will never forget her affeionate efteem, her cordial hofpi- 
tality, and her edifying converfation. Indeed fhe evidently 
Joved and valued every human creature, and, according to he: 
ability, fought the aie and eternal happinefs of all. She 
endured the frequent ections of her heavenly Father with 
exemplary fubmiffion : complacency. With a compofed 
and ready mind fhe met the approaches of the laft enemy ; and 


one of her lateft petitions, which fhe uttered with emphatfis, 
was, that fhe might glorify God to the laf. 





THE EDITORS 
‘To Lisrary Gentlemen who patronize and fupport the Magazine. 


GENTLEMEN; 


E with, in fome acceptable method, to exprefs our grati- 

tude for your wifdom and promptitude, in furniihing 
fuitable pieces for the Magazine. Confidering curfelves in fome 
meafure refponfible for the leading features of the publication, 
we have been careful to afcertain the opinion of readers at large 
relative to the numbers already in the hands of the public: and 
we are happy to find that both the learned and unlearned are 
pleafed and edified with your produdions. Give us leave, at 
the fame time, alfo to add, that the concife compofitions addref- 
fed to the confcience and heart, which are calculated for the 
level of children and perfons of but common information, are 
more acceptable than thofe which are learned and highly fea- 
foned with metaphyfics. We are not averfe however from fome 
deep and learned diiguifitions, for the abilities and inclinations 
of our readers are various. But while you aim, Gentlemen, at 
induc the accurate and inquifitive theologian toread and 
patronize the publication, it is hoped, while we have the honour 
of condudting it, that you will calculate your compofitions for 
little folks rather than great ones, for children rather than for 
men of fcience. For,.at this day, while there is a food of books 
calculated for the learned, there are but few publifhed which 
contain the proper rudiments of domeftic and Chriftian educa- 
tion. But a word to the wife is fufficient. Pardon our free- 
dem, and let us fubfcribe, 
Your humble Servants). 

THE EDITORS. 
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‘id ieBty ee’ of God, through Faith 


oer 3 
unto Sal#aiion. 


“ARICE happy fouls; who with 


f i the Lamb 
bi ' In heavenly places fit ! 


| A kingdom is referv’d for them, 
And they are kept for it. 


‘Ml Shelter’d in his omnipotences 
Triumphant they ride on: 

| The pow’r of God is their defence, 

i) And who (hall ‘cait them down ? 


‘Them, as the apple of his eye, 
Their great Kedeemer keeps; 


Their guardian never fleeps. 


| He gives them faith. of future blifs 
‘| The earnef and the feal ; 


if Phe faith of his ele& it is, 


a And it fhall : = 
il Exule, ye faints, and thout aloud, 


For your Immanuel reigns : 
q Satan already is fubdu’d, 
An enemy in chains! 


Behold the fiend retire ! 
Jefus thall bind him to his place, 
And quench his darts of fire. 


fh Great God ! if thine I alfo am, 
With thy weak child abide: 


. Behold Jehovah’s conqu’ring face ; 


fiame, 


In thy pavilion hide. 


¥n thee I fhall a hoft break through, 

_ In thee obtain fuccefs : 

Nor will I fear what fleth can do, 
While God my helper is. 





efus is able to controul 
The fierce ft rage of hell: 
No weapon form’d againft my foul 
Shail proiper or prevail. 


ae a= pee 


4) Supported by his dying love, 
a And by his Spirit feai'd, 
he I wait the crown laid up above, 
i That foon fhall be reveal’d. 


i” . Hit prefence in my heart b feel, 
Nor will 1 be afraid ; ; 

\ Satan can only bruife my heel, 
‘ ‘But cannot reach my head, 


* 





th Their heavenly thicid is always nigh) 


TW heré,loos’d from bondso 
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e Oy: 


———— 


ji. 5. Who are kept by rbe\Jefus hath me from death retriev'd, 


I” Nor will he let me fall; 

i know in whom I have believ'’d, 

And truft him with my all. 
Gosrpaex Maéazine. 





PRAYER OF AN AFRICAN. 





*THE fentiments expreffed in the fol- 
Jowing lines were taken from the 
mouth of an African fervant in the 
city, of Charlefton, (@@) C.) by 4 
gentleman who accidentally over 
heard him at prayer with a num- 
ber of others. They were turned 
into humble metre by one whe 
rejoices in the triumphs of redeem- 
ing grace. 


LEST be thy name; O God of grace! 
Who teacheft me to fing; 

My heart and voice I'll tune to praife 
My Saviour and my King, 


| Where darknefs and the fhade of death 
Th’ untutor’d nations bind,, 

There | firit drew my vital breath, 
To all thy glories blind. 








Nor rifing day, nor fetting fun, 

_ Nor ftar$ that gild the night, 

Nor itreams that thio’ the valiies rum,» 
Nor mountains’ tow’ring height ; 


Nor all the wonders of thy hand, 
That thew creative fkill, 





To know or do thy will. 


And me, from fierce cia ie lead, in that benighted land, 


INo gofpel there thy grace declares, 

No qavioue's love is fhewn, 

No preacher the glad tidings bears, 
That make thy mercy known, 


Bleft be the day that bro’t methence, 
To this enlighten’d tot : 
oranctes; 
I’m taught my God @ adore. 





Here, flavery! thy foften’d chain 
And yoke I gladly bear; ’ 

Thy burdens yield no grief nor pains 
Thy toils demand no tear. 


For here, Bleit Saviour ! I have learn’d 

Thy truth and righteoufneis; | » 

Thy grace my mourning ig hath 
turn’d 





To hymns of joy and praifey 








